real.solid.stories LESSON 5

CORNERSTONECOMMNECTIONS

JANUARY292022

Commentary: The Acts of the Apostles (or Unlikely Leaders),

( Scripture Story: Acts 5:12-6.7.
chapters 8, 9.
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Photo by Colleen Cahill

“Blessed are you when people in-

sult you, persecute you and falsely

“The leaders in the Jewish nation had signally failed of fulfilling God’s purpose for His say all kinds of evil against you be-

chosen people. Those whom the Lord had made the depositaries of truth had proved cause of me.”
unfaithful to their trust, and God chose others to do His work. In their blindness these (Matthew 5:11, NIV)
leaders now gave full sway to what they called righteous indignation against the ones
who were setting aside their cherished doctrines. They would not admit even the pos-
sibility that they themselves did not rightly understand the Word, or that they had misin-
terpreted or misapplied the Scriptures. They acted like men who had lost their reason”

(The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 78, 79).
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Read the following statements and, for each one, select one
of these responses: (1) Strongly Agree, (2) Agree, (3) Disagree, or
(4) Strongly Disagree:
____ | am confident sharing my testimony about Jesus to
others anytime.
____ lenjoy telling others about God all the time.
| know what | am good at and what areas |
need help in.
__ My non-Christian friends can tell I love God
no matter what circumstances | am in.

did you
know?

eproach and persecution

have separated many from

earthly friends, but never from

the love of Christ. Never is the

tempest-tried soul more dearly
loved by his Savior than when he is suffering
reproach for the truth’s sake” (The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 85).
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punch lines

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and
self-discipline. So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me
his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power
of God. He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace”

(2 Timothy 1:7-9, NIV).

“Through him God created everything in the heavenly
realms and on earth” (Colossians 1:16, NLT).

“For our light and momentary troubles are achiev-

ing for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them

all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on

what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians
4:17, 18, NIV).

“Not only so, but we also glory in our
sufferings, because we know that suffer-
ing produces perseverance; perseverance,

character; and character, hope” (Romans
5:3, 4, NIV).

“‘For | know the plans | have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future”” (Jeremiah 29:11,

NIV).

“What was the strength of
those who in the past have suf-
fered persecution for Christ’s
sake? It was union with God, union
with the Holy Spirit, union with Christ.”
—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 85
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connectingtolife

()}
=
(=}
-
(7]
-
()
=
—
o
v

N
=

Share your experiences with the class.

Tuesday
Read Acts 6:1-7.
ead the quote from The Acts of the
Apostles in the Flashlight section of this
week’s lesson. What can you infer will hap-
pen to someone who rejects God’s plans and
purpose for them? What about those who
recognize their talents and use them for God’s
work? What talents and abilities do you have?

Wednesday
s you read the passages listed in the
Punch Lines section of this week’s les-
son, which verse strikes you as particularly
significant today? Why do you think this verse
is especially relevant to you today?

Thursday
Read 2 Timothy 1:7-9.

ave you ever been judged or laughed at

by others for doing what is right? It takes
courage to do what is right (or not doing what
is wrong) even though you know you could get
into all kinds of trouble for it. It takes power
to forgive those who mistreat us. This cour-
age, this power, comes only from God. It has
nothing to do with our wealth or fame. And it
has nothing to do with privilege or good looks.
It has everything to do with the presence of
the Holy Spirit who lives within each of us
who believe! How can you tap into this power?
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The Acts of the Apostles (or
Unlikely Leaders), chapters 8, 9.

*Unlikely Leaders is a special adaptation of The Acts of the Apostles
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.comerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIhF1rBOs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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