real.solid.stories LESSON 10

CORNERSTONECOMMNECTIONS

MARCH052022

Scripture Story: Acts 15:1-17.
Commentary: The Acts of the Apostles (or Unlikely Leaders),
chapters 19-21.
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“Now then, why do you try to test

God by putting on the necks of Gen-

. . tiles a yoke that neither we nor our
“The traditions and maxims of men must not take the place of revealed truth. The

) o ancestors have been able to bear?
advance of the gospel message must not be hindered by the prejudices and preferences

) S No! We believe it is through the
of men, whatever might be their position in the church” (The Acts of the Apostles, p.

grace of our Lord Jesus that we are
200).

saved, just as they are.”

(Acts 15:10, 11, NIV)
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

____ "“Holding to human traditions is more of a problem in the
church today than racial prejudice.”

____ ‘“Legalism is more deadly to church life than apathy.”

How do the issues the church faces also reflect the
problems the human race faces? Explain your response.

did you
know?

he word used to describe
anyone who was not a Jew was
“Gentile.” The Greek word ethnos
(where we get the word “ethnic”)
refers to nations or people, but
the distinction Jews made heightened national
or ethnic differences. God’s purpose was to use
the Jews as an entry point to bring the
knowledge of the true God into all
the world. Instead, many simply
accepted the privilege and not
the purpose, which led to the
creation of “insiders” (Jews)
D and “everyone else” (Gentiles).
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punch lines

“Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law

but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all”
(Romans 4:16, NIV).

“All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord,

and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, for

dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations”
(Psalm 22:27, 28, NIV).

“l will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3, NIV).

“In other words, it is not the children by physi-

cal descent who are God'’s children, but it is the

children of the promise who are regarded as
Abraham’s offspring” (Romans 9:8, NIV).

“If you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise” (Galatians 3:29, NIV).
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“The greater the respon-

sibilities placed upon the

human agent, and the larger

his opportunities to dictate and

control, the more harm he is sure

to do if he does not carefully follow

the way of the Lord and labor in har-

mony with the decisions arrived at by the

general body of believers in united council.”
—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 199
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connectingtolife
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“us.” Through the lens of God's grace we see
the people of the world not as different people
with different problems, but as possibilities.
How do you react when you hear mission stories
or testimonies of people coming to find Christ?

Tuesday
Read Genesis 12:3.
R ead the quote in the Flashlight section
and see if you can find anyone who dis-
agrees with it in principle. But in practice, how
do you define and distinguish “traditions” from
helpful practices of the Christian life? Everyone
has their preferences and prejudices, but how
do we look past those and give our effort to
the task of reaching the lost? What are some
of your prejudices and preferences that you
should be aware of?

Whom do you know who can put their pref-
erences behind them for the greater cause of
bringing people to Christ? How do they do it?

Wednesday

he Punch Lines in this week’s lesson focus

on the relationship between beligvers and
unbelievers—or those who haven't yet heard the
gospel. If you had to address a room full of mis-
sionaries that were going out to share the mes-
sage of Christ to your part of the world. Check
the verse in the list of five that you think would be
the most helpful or important to share with them?
Starthe verse that speaks to you personally today
as you think about your friends who don’t know
Christ as their personal Savior. Perhaps you could
pray today for an opening, a window to share
your personal experience of God’s saving grace
to someone else.

Thursday
Read Romans 9:8.
his week’s lesson captures the drama
that comes as a result of many peo-
ple working for a meaningful cause. There
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The Acts of the Apostles (or
Unlikely Leaders), chapters 19-21.

*Unlikely Leaders is a special adaptation of The Acts of the Apostles
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.comerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIhF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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