The Battle Belongs
to the Lord

Key References: Joshua 5:13-6:20; Partiarchs and Prophets, chap. 45, pp. 487-498; The Bible Story
(1994), vol. 3, pp. 85-91; Qur Beliefs, nos. 17,11, 8
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Do this
week's activity on
page 88.

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Py,
(o

him who loved us” (Romans 8:37). < /6\

4

Think of a time a tough situation made you wonder

how much God loved you. Maybe it was a hard time at God has already
school or in your own home. Joshua faced a rather large ~ Won the battle
problem too. for us.

he proud walled city sat at the edge of a beautiful plain, filled with

shady trees and good things to eat. Horse-drawn chariots of war
could be seen coming and going through the city gates. Inside the
gates stood palaces and temples to the goddess of fertility. Not far
away flowed the Jordan River. The Israelites camped near the river God
had recently stopped for them to cross.

Joshua, the new commander of the Israelites, slipped from his
tent and walked past the rows and rows of similar tents to the edge
of the plain. Before Joshua lay the city of Jericho with its mighty
walls. It would be impossible to get over the walls or march through
the gates. He remembered that God had promised them the victory.
Somehow God was going to conquer this land for them, one city at a
time. But how?

Suddenly Joshua realized that someone was there with him. He
looked up. A man with a drawn sword stood just ahead of him. “Sir,”
Joshua spoke respectfully, “are you for us or for our enemy?”His hand
slid to his sword hilt, just in case.

“Neither,"the man’s deep, pleasant voice responded. “l have come
as the Commander of the army of the Lord.” Joshua took his hand off
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Read Romans 8:37 and this week's story, “The
Battle Belongs to the Lord.”

Draw or create a ram’s horn trumpet and write
your power text, Romans 8:37, on it, or write the text his sword. He fell to the ground, fa
where you can see it all week and begin to learn it. down. :

“Lord, what message do You have fot A
me, Your servant?” Joshua was sure that & "Q‘
he was about to receive battle instruc- "‘&& \ "

Ask God to show you how He has won the battle tions from God. :
for you. “First of all,” the heavenly Commander
announced, “take off your sandals,
because this is holy ground.”

Joshua quickly fumbled with his san-

What advantage did Joshua and the Israelite dals, not lifting his face.
army have? What advantages did the enemy have? What “See, | have delivered Jericho into
might God be trying to tell you about your advantages’ your hands,’ the Commander announced,
Record your answer in your Bible study journal. “along with its king and its fighting
men.”Then the Commander gave Joshua
special instruction about how he was to
carry out the plan. Joshua listened care-
fully to what followed.
4 Hours later Joshua stood in front of
Readiloshia:15-17again. his assembled people and presented.thé
How did Joshua show respect to the heavenly battle plan to them. He called the priests
Commander? As leader of the Israelites, was he glad God and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
was the real leader? covenant of the Lord and have seven

Plan how you will show more respect this week priests carry trumpets in front of it."Then

to God, the commander in chief of all your battles. he spoke to the army, “Advance! March
around the city, with an ‘armed guard

going ahead of the ark of the Lord”
(Joshua 6:6, 7).

The people, who were carefully
assembled tribe by tribe, started out
to the sound of the seven priests on
their seven trumpets. “Remember,’ they
reminded one another, “we're not to say

Ask an adult to tell you about the biggest battle

they ever fought and what they learned from it.

Review the story in Joshua 5 and 6.

Thank God for having won the battle for you.

Ask God to help you to honor Him in all you do.
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=" 1) Read Romans 8:37-39 and 1 John 3:8.

: (TIED In your Bible study journal, write how you think
these verses relate to the story of God’s winning the
5 Dattle of Jericho for the Israelites.

XTI Draw a picture of your biggest battle with
something this week.

(71 Thank God for having already won the battle for
you.

= D Read Joshua 6:3-5.

& @I Why do you think Joshua was given these
*instructions for the battle?

In your Bible study journal, write a conversation
between God and Joshua regarding these instructions.

11D Ask God to show you the instructions He has for
you in His Word.

= D) Read Hebrews 2:14, 15.

- (T Create a song, poem, or prayer of thanksgiving
and praise to God, the winner of your battles.

@I Share it with your family at worship. Place itin
your Bible to share at Sabbath School tomorrow.

(X7 Thank God for giving you the victory.
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Instructions: Why worry about the battles if the war is already won? Jesus
defeated Satan on the cross; the war is won, as this rebus of a Bible verse illus-
trates.
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