LESSON 6 *October 29-November 4
(page 46 of Standard Edition)

He Died for US

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Rev. 13:8; Matt. 17:22, 23;
Mark 9:30-32; John 19:1-30; Rom. 6:23; 1 Cor: 1:18-24.

Memory Text: “‘And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life’ ” (John 3:14, 15, NKJV).

entirely true. People can avoid taxes—but not death. They might

be able to put death off a few years, but sooner or later, death
always comes. And because we know that the dead, both the righ-
teous and the wicked, end up in the same place at first, our hope of
the resurrection means everything to us. As Paul has said, without
this hope, even “those who have fallen asleep in Christ have per-
ished” (1 Cor. 15:18, NKJV), which is a rather strange thing to say
if those who “have fallen asleep in Christ” are buzzing about heaven
in the presence of God.

Thus, Christ’s resurrection is central to our faith, because in His
resurrection we have the surety of our own. But before Christ was res-
urrected from the dead, He, of course, had to die. This is why, amid the
agony of Gethsemane, in anticipation of His death, He prayed: “ ‘Now
My soul is troubled, and what shall 1 say? “Father, save Me from this
hour”? But for this purpose I came to this hour’ ” (John 12:27, NKJV).
And that purpose was to die.

This week we will focus on Christ’s death and what it means for the
promise of eternal life.

It has been said that we cannot avoid death and taxes. That’s not

* Study this week's lesson to prepare for Sabbath, November 5.

72



NI YN Ocrober 30
(page 47 of Standard Edition)

“From the Foundation of the World”

Read Revelation 13:8; Acts 2:23; and 1 Peter 1:19, 20. How could
Christ be considered “slain from the foundation of the world”
(NKJV)?

“All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world” (Rev. 13:8, NKJV). What’s crucial here for us is the idea
of Christ’s being “slain from the foundation of the world.” Obviously, we
must understand this in a symbolic sense (the book of Revelation is full
of symbols), because Christ wasn’t crucified until thousands of years
after the earth’s Creation. What this text is saying is that the plan of salva-
tion had been put in place before the Creation of the world. And central
to that plan would be the death of Jesus, the Lamb of God, on the cross.

Read Titus 1:2. What does this verse teach us about how long ago the plan
of salvation, which centered on Christ’s death, had been in place?

“The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan
formulated after the fall of Adam. . . . It was an unfolding of the
principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of God’s
throne.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 22.

That plan was revealed first to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
(Gen. 3:15, 21), and it was typified by every blood sacrifice throughout
the Old Testament. For instance, while testing Abraham’s faith, God
provided a ram to be sacrificed instead of Isaac (Gen. 22:11—13). This
replacement typified even more clearly the substitutionary nature of
Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross.

Thus, central to the whole plan of salvation is the substitutionary
death of Jesus, symbolized for centuries by animal sacrifices, each
one a symbol of Jesus’ death on the cross as “the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

Animal sacrifices are gruesome and bloody—that is true. But
why is this gruesomeness and bloodiness precisely the point,
teaching us about Christ’s death in our place and what the ter-
rible cost of sin was?
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A Preface to the Cross

What were the reactions of the disciples to Jesus’ predictions
of His own sufferings and death, and what should their reactions
teach us about the dangers of misunderstanding Scripture?

Matt. 16:21-23

Matt. 17:22, 23; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:44, 45

Luke 18:31-34

Jesus was born to die, and He lived to die. Every step that He took
brought Him closer to His great atoning sacrifice on the cross of
Calvary. Fully conscious of His mission, He did not allow anyone
or anything to distract Him from it. In reality, “His whole life was a
preface to His death on the cross.”—Ellen G. White, Fundamentals of
Christian Education, p. 382.

In the last year of His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke more and more
explicitly to His disciples about His forthcoming death. But they
seemed unable and unwilling to accept the reality of His statements.
Filled with false notions about the role of the Messiah, the last thing
that they had expected was for Him, Jesus, especially as the Messiah,
to die. In short, their false theology led them into needless pain and
suffering.

Already to Nicodemus, Jesus had declared, ““ ‘And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life” ” (John 3:14, 15, NKJV). While in Caesarea Philippi, Jesus told
His disciples that He had to “ ‘go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be
raised the third day’ ” (Matt. 16:21, NKJV). Passing privately through
Galilee (Mark 9:30-32) and during His final journey to Jerusalem
(Luke 18:31-34), Jesus spoke again to His disciples about His death
and resurrection. Because it was not what they wanted to hear, they
didn’t listen. How easy it is for us to do the same.

People, especially God’s chosen people, had false concepts regard-
ing the first coming of the Messiah. What are some of the false
concepts out there today regarding the second coming of Jesus?

(page 48 of Standard Edition)
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“ It Is Finished!’ ”

Read John 19:1-30. What is the crucial message to us in Jesus’ state-
ment, ¢ ‘It is finished’ »?

Finally, the crucial moments for Christ, for humankind, and for the whole
universe had arrived. With deep agony, He struggled against the powers of
darkness. Slowly He made His way through the Garden of Gethsemane,
through His unfair trials, and up the mountain of Calvary. Evil angels were
trying to overcome Him. While Jesus was hanging on the cross, the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders mocked Him, saying “ ‘He saved others;
Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come
down from the cross, and we will believe Him’ ” (Matt. 27:42, NKJV).

Could Christ have come down from the cross and saved Himself?
Yes, He was able but not willing to do so. His unconditional love for
all humanity, including those mockers, did not allow Him to give up.
Actually, “the mockers were among those whom He was dying to save;
and He could not come down from the cross and save Himself, because
He was held, not by the nails, but by His will to save them.”—Alfred
Plummer, An Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to S.
Matthew (London: Elliot Stock, 1910), p. 397.

Here, in the suffering of Christ, Jesus was defeating the kingdom
of Satan, even though it was Satan who had instigated the events that
led to the cross, including Judas’s betrayal (John 6:70; John 13:2, 27).
“Somehow, in a way the Evangelist does not try to describe, the death
of Jesus is both an act of Satan and an act in which Jesus wins the vic-
tory over Satan.”—George E. Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament,
rev. ed. (Cambridge, UK: Lutterworth Press, 1994), p. 192.

Crying from the cross, ‘It is finished’ ”* (John 19:30), Christ implied not
only that His agony had come to an end, but also especially that He had won
the great cosmic-historic controversy against Satan and his evil forces. “All
heaven triumphed in the Saviour’s victory. Satan was defeated, and knew
that his kingdom was lost.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 758.

It’s hard to grasp the amazing contrast here: in the utter humiliation
of the Son of God He had won, for us and for the universe, the greatest
and most glorious victory.

Think about how bad sin must be that it took the death of Christ
to atone for it. What should this truth teach us about how useless
our works are for attaining merit before God? After all, what can
we do to add to what Christ has already done for us? Bring your
answer to class on Sabbath.
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He Died for Us

Read John 3:14-18 and Romans 6:23. What do these verses teach that
Christ’s death has accomplished for us?

When Jesus arrived at the Jordan River to be baptized, John the
Baptist exclaimed, “ ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world!” ” (John 1:29, NKJV). This statement acknowledged
Christ as the antitypical Lamb of God to whom all true sacrifices of the
Old Testament pointed.

But animal sacrifices could not take away sins by themselves (Heb.
10:4). They provided only conditional forgiveness dependent on the
effectiveness of Christ’s future sacrifice on the cross. “If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9, NKJV).

Read John 3:16, 17. What great hope can we take from these verses,
especially when we rightly sense that we deserve to be condemned
for something that we have done?

Think about what all this means. Jesus, the One who created the cos-
mos (John 1:1-3), offered Himself for each of us, a sacrifice for sins,
all so that we don’t have to be condemned for what we could justly be
condemned for. This is the great promise of the gospel.

Jesus Christ declared that *“ ‘God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son’ ”to die for us (John 3:16, NRSV). But we should never forget
that Christ offered Himself voluntarily on our behalf (Heb. 9:14). Martin
Luther referred to the cross as “the altar on which He [Christ], consumed
by the fire of the boundless love which burned in His heart, presented the
living and holy sacrifice of His body and blood to the Father with fervent
intercession, loud cries, and hot, anxious tears (Heb. 5:7).—Luther’s
Works, vol. 13 (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 1956), p. 319.
Christ died once for all (Heb. 10:10) and once forever (Heb. 10:12), for His
sacrifice is all-sufficient and never loses its power.

And there’s more: “If but one soul would have accepted the gospel
of His grace, Christ would, to save that one, have chosen His life of
toil and humiliation and His death of shame.”—Ellen G. White, The
Ministry of Healing, p. 135.

Read again John 3:16, replacing the words “the world” and
“whoever” with your own name. How can you learn, moment by
moment, especially when tempted to sin, to make this wonderful
promise yours?
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The Meaning of the Cross

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-24. What is Paul saying about the Cross, and
how does he contrast it with the “wisdom of the world”? Why, even
today, when “materialism” (the idea that all reality is only material,
which means there is no God or supernatural realm of existence)
dominates “the wisdom of the world,” is the message of the Cross
so important?

The Cross of Christ is the very center of salvation history. “Eternity
can never fathom the depth of love revealed in the cross of Calvary. It
was there that the infinite love of Christ and the unbounded selfishness
of Satan stood face to face.”—Stephen N. Haskell, The Cross and Its
Shadow (South Lancaster, MA: Bible Training School, 1914), p. v.

While Christ was humbly offering Himself as a ransom for the
human race, Satan was selfishly engulfing Him in suffering and agony.
Christ did not die just the natural death that every human being has to
face. He died the second death, so that all those who accept Him will
never have to experience it for themselves.

In regard to the meaning of the Cross, there are several important aspects
that we should remember. First, the Cross is the supreme revelation of
God’s justice against sin (Rom. 3:21-26). Second, the Cross is the supreme
revelation of God’s love for sinners (Rom. 5:8). Third, the Cross is the
great source of power to break the chains of sin (Rom. 6:22, 23; 1 Cor
1:17-24). Fourth, the Cross is our only hope of eternal life (Phil. 3:9-11;
John 3:14-16; 1 John 5:11, 12). And fifth, the Cross is the only antidote
against a future rebellion in the universe (Rev. 7:13—17, Rev. 22:3).

None of these crucial truths about the Cross can be discovered by
the “wisdom of the world.” On the contrary, then, as now, the preaching
of the Cross is “foolishness” to worldly wisdom, which often doesn’t
even acknowledge the most obvious truth there could be: that a Creator
exists (see Rom. 1:18-20).

The Greek word for “foolishness” is linked to the English word
“moron”; that is, the preaching of the Cross is “moronic” according
to the “wisdom of the world.” Worldly wisdom cannot know Jesus or
the salvation that He offers us through His substitutionary death on the
Cross.

Whatever value some “worldly wisdom” can offer, why must
we never let it interfere with what we believe about Jesus and
the hope we’re offered through “the foolishness of the message
preached” (I Cor. 1:21, NKJV)?
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Further Thought: Read Ellen G. White, “Gethsemane,” pp. 685—
697; “Calvary,” pp. 741-758, in The Desire of Ages; ‘“Repentance,”
p. 27, in Steps to Christ.

“I saw that all heaven is interested in our salvation; and shall we be
indifferent? Shall we be careless, as though it were a small matter whether
we are saved or lost? Shall we slight the sacrifice that has been made for
us? Some have done this. They have trifled with offered mercy, and the
frown of God is upon them. God’s Spirit will not always be grieved. It
will depart if grieved a little longer. After all has been done that God
could do to save men, if they show by their lives that they slight Jesus’
offered mercy, death will be their portion, and it will be dearly purchased.
It will be a dreadful death; for they will have to feel the agony that Christ
felt upon the cross to purchase for them the redemption which they have
refused. And they will then realize what they have lost—eternal life and
the immortal inheritance. The great sacrifice that has been made to save
souls shows us their worth. When the precious soul is once lost, it is lost
forever”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 124.

Discussion Questions:

© Hebrews 10:4 says, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and
goats to take away sins” (NIV). So, how were people saved in Old
Testament times? How can the analogy of a credit card—which
you use to make payments but later on have to pay for the credit
card bill—help us better understand this subject?

@ Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-21. If Christ died for the sins of the
whole world, why won’t everyone be saved? Why does personal
choice play a crucial role in determining who will be saved by the
Cross and who will be lost despite the great sacrifice made in their
behalf?

© What are some things that “worldly wisdom” teaches that are
“foolishness” to God? What about the idea that all the incredi-
ble design and beauty of the world is purely a chance creation?
Or that the universe arose from absolutely nothing? What other
examples can you think of?

@ Think about the final question on Tuesday’s study. What about
the Cross, and what happened there, makes the idea of salvation
by works so futile, so erroneous, and so contrary to the plan of
salvation?
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INSI Déisz-ory

Turning the Other Cheek

By Rick MCEDWARD

Omar, a university student in the Middle East, desperately needed a job,
but he wasn’t ready to do anything to get hired. During a job interview, he
openly told the company representative that he could not work on Saturdays
because that was his holy day. The company representative did not blink.

“That’s fine,” he replied. “We don’t need you.”

It was true. National unemployment was so high that the company really
didn’t need Omar. Many people were looking for work, and it would be easy
to find someone willing to work on Saturdays.

Sadly, Omar left the company’s office. Omar was a new believer who,
just days earlier, had given his life to Christ. He had mingled with believers
for six years and searched the Bible before making his decision. After the
job rejection, he bought a three-wheeled cart with a plan to make money by
selling simit, a circular bread covered with sesame seeds.

Omar’s Sabbath-keeping friends were touched by his faithful stand for
Jesus and began to pray for him.

A few days later, Omar announced excitedly that the company had called
him back and offered him the job with Saturdays off. He was so excited that
he decided to find at least one person a day to tell about Christ.

Sipping a drink at a local café a few days later, he and an elderly man
began to talk about religion. Omar shared his journey from his family’s
traditional holy book to the Bible and the incredible peace that he had found.

As Omar left the café, a man who had overheard the conversation from a
nearby table followed him. “I can’t believe that you could say such things!”
the man yelled. “Are you not ashamed? You grew up in our country and
know better!” The man began to beat Omar with his fists.

Later that day, when a Sabbath-keeping friend video-called Omar, he was
greeted by a large, swollen eye and an even larger smile of joy. “You could
have called the police!” the friend said.

“Yes,” Omar said. “But . . . Jesus tells us to turn the other cheek.”

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.” But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on
your right cheek, turn the other to him also”
(Matthew 5:38, 39, NKJV).

This mission story illustrates Mission Objective No. 2
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go”
strategic plan: “To strengthen and diversify Adventist
outreach . . . across the 10/40 Window . . . and to
non-Christian religions.” Read more: IWillGo2020.
org. Omar is a pseudonym.

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.
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Part I:

TEACHERS COMMENTS

Key Text: Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Overview

Christ’s substitutionary death is the central truth of cosmic dimensions.
Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice, for He died for our sins (Rom. 3.25,
Rom. 4:25, 1 Cor. 15:3, Heb. 2:17, 1 John 2:2, I John 4:10). The great-
est sacrifice ever made was offered when the King of the whole universe
came to our sinful world, lived sinlessly as a human person, and died for
us in our place. True Christianity is cross-centered (1 Cor. 2:2).

Ellen G. White powerfully states: “The sacrifice of Christ as an atone-
ment for sin is the great truth around which all other truths cluster. In
order to be rightly understood and appreciated, every truth in the Word
of God, from Genesis to Revelation, must be studied in the light that
streams from the cross of Calvary. I present before you the great, grand
monument of mercy and regeneration, salvation and redemption—the
Son of God uplifted on the cross. This is to be the foundation of every
discourse given by our ministers.”—Gospel Workers, p. 315. She adds:
“Of all professing Christians, Seventh-day Adventists should be fore-
most in uplifting Christ before the world.”—Gospel Workers, p. 156. The
death of Jesus on the cross is the foundational stone on which all biblical
teaching is anchored.

Jesus Christ came for manifold reasons: (1) to redeem humanity—He
was born as a man in order to die for us (Mark 10:45; John 3:16, 17);
(2) to reveal to us the true loving character of God (John 1:14, John
10:28-30, John 14:6-9); (3) to defeat Satan and refute his false claims
(Matt. 4:1-11, John 12:31, John 16:11, Heb. 2:14); and (4) to prove that
the first Adam could have obeyed God as Christ in His humanity ful-
filled perfectly all the law and lived a sinless, holy life (Ps. 16:10; Luke
1:35; John 8:46, John 14:30; Acts 2:24; 1 Cor. 15:22, 45; 1 John 3:5).

Part II: Commentary

The Suffering Servant

80

In the book of Isaiah, there are five songs regarding the Servant of the Lord
that are recognized by scholars: (1) Isaiah 42:1-9; (2) Isaiah 49:1-7; (3) Isaiah
50:4-9; (4) Isaiah 52:13-53:12; and (5) Isaiah 61:1-3. These poems present
the work of Jesus Christ. He began His public ministry with the passage from
Isaiah 61:1, 2, which speaks about His mission (see Luke 4:16—21). However,
the best and most elaborate exposition on the meaning of Christ’s death in
the Bible is Isaiah 53. The core song of the Suffering Servant, which starts
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TEACHERS COMMENTS

in chapter 52 and continues through chapter 53, is symmetrically structured
(five stanzas, each with three verses, which can be labeled as follows):

1. Isaiah 52:13—15—The Riddle: The song begins with a riddle, because
this Servant is wise and highly exalted on the one hand. But on the
other hand, He is disfigured, abhorred by others, and marred.

2. Isaiah 53:1-3—The Rejection: These verses point to the Servant’s total
humiliation. He suffered, was despised, rejected, and became a “man of
sorrows.”

3. Isaiah 53:4-6—The Atonement: This segment is the core of the matter
wherein the reason is given for all Christ’s suffering and death. For “he
took up our pain,” “bore our suffering,” “was pierced for our transgres-
sions,” and “crushed for our iniquities,” and “the LorD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:4—6, NIV).

4. Isaiah 53:7-9—His Submission: These texts describe Christ’s suffer-
ing, trial, death, and burial.

5. Isaiah 53:10—12—His Exaltation: The song culminates with the resur-
rection of the One who was the guilt offering, and His prosperity and
victory. He justified many, because “he bore the sin of many” (Isaiah
53:12, NIV) and shared His spoil with them. His death was voluntary,
substitutionary, and atoning; afterward the results of His triumphant
death are applied to believers in His intercessional ministry for them.

Isaiah 53 is the biblical text that the Ethiopian eunuch read. The evan-
gelist Philip explained to him that it contains the good news about Jesus
Christ. The result was the eunuch’s conversion and baptism (Acts 8:26-39).

The Center Point of Theology

Paradoxically, Christ’s death is the guarantee of life, and His death brings
us eternal life (John 3:16, 17; Rom. 3:22-26; I John 5:11, 12). No one
theory can fully explain the enormous significance of Christ’s death on
the cross. Even though we can assemble a whole mosaic of reasons for
His death, such a picture would capture only a fraction of the enormous
meaning of the Cross. The Cross reveals God’s incomprehensible love
for sinners, His justice, His truth, the splendor of His holy character, the
immutability of His law, the abhorrent nature of sin, the safety of His
government, His victory over sin, who’s who in the great controversy, and
Christ’s definitive victory over Satan and the forces of evil.

For these reasons, the death of Christ plays the decisive and dominant
role in our Adventist theology. Nothing can replace the centrality and
utmost importance of Christ’s death (Rom. 1:16, 17, Rom. 3:22-26;
1 Cor. 1:30; 1 Cor. 2:2; Eph. 4:21; Phil. 1:21; Col. 1:27, 28). What hap-
pened on the cross is an unparalleled, nonduplicable, unique, and unre-
peatable divine act of salvation (Heb. 9:28; Heb. 10:12, 14) from which
all the salvific benefits flow out, including the intercessory ministry of
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Christ for us today. Nothing can improve or supplement the Cross, and no
one can add anything to Christ’s extraordinary sacrifice for humans; salva-
tion is complete in Him (Rom. 3:21-26, 1 Cor. 1:18, 23, 24, 1 Cor. 2:2;
Gal. 2:16, 21; Eph. 2:4-10). Christ’s atoning death on Calvary is like a
fountain from which all other blessings spring up; or to put it another way,
His atonement is akin to an acorn that contains the whole oak tree.

Truly, the atonement of Jesus was perfect. Ellen G. White explains:
“When the Father beheld the sacrifice of His Son, He bowed before it in
recognition of its perfection. ‘It is enough,” He said. ‘The atonement is com-
plete.” >—The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, September 24, 1901;
emphasis added. “Our great High Priest has made the only sacrifice that
is of any value in our salvation. When [He] offered Himself on the cross, a
perfect atonement was made for the sins of the people.”—Signs of the Times,
June 28, 1899.

Jesus became sin and a curse for us (Isa. 53:3—6, 2 Cor. 5:21, Gal. 3:13)
so that we may live. What was accomplished on the cross almost two
thousand years ago now needs to be applied, actualized, and incorpo-
rated into our lives in order for us to be restored to God’s image and to
have abundant life (John 10:10). Christ is our Mediator and Intercessor
(I Tim. 2:6) because He is our Savior. His intercession is a continuation
of His saving activity in our behalf and the integration of His work for
us on the cross. We need His death and life in order to be spiritually alive
(Rom. 3:24, 25; Rom. 5:10). Raoul Dederen emphasizes the central role
of Christ’s death: “While His sacrifice for sin was made once for all on
the cross (Heb. 7:27, Heb. 9:28, Heb. 10:11-14), the ascended Christ is
making available to all the benefits of His atoning sacrifice.”—*“Christ:
His Person and Work,” Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Theology,
(Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 2000), p. 187.

Cosmic Stability

The whole universe is safe for all eternity because of the Cross. Human
language is unable to describe its magnificent and gigantic benefits (Col. 1:19,
20; Col. 2:15; Eph. 1:10; Eph. 6:12; Phil. 2:9, 10). Rebellion and sin will
never happen again in heaven because of Jesus Christ’s ultimate sacrifice
on Golgotha.

Ellen G. White fittingly explains that the well-being of the whole
universe throughout all eternity depends on Christ’s work accomplished
on the cross: “Not only men but angels will ascribe honor and glory to
the Redeemer, for even they are secure only through the sufferings of the
Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the inhabitants
of unfallen worlds have been guarded from apostasy. It is this that has
effectually unveiled the deceptions of Satan and refuted his claims. Not
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only those that are washed by the blood of Christ, but also the holy angels,
are drawn to Him by His crowning act of giving His life for the sins of the
world.”—Ellen G. White, unpublished manuscript, MS 41, 1892.

“When Christ cried out, ‘It is finished,” the unfallen worlds were made
secure. For them the battle was fought and the victory won. Henceforth
Satan had no place in the affections of the universe. The argument he had
brought forward, that self-denial was impossible with God, and therefore
unjustly required from His created intelligences, was forever answered.
Satan’s claims were forever set aside. The heavenly universe was secured
in eternal allegiance.”—Ellen G. White, The Advent Review and Sabbath
Herald, March 12, 1901, p. 271.

“The angels ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not
secure except by looking to the sufferings of the Son of God. It is through
the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are guarded from apos-
tasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure against evil than were
the angels before the fall of Satan.”—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times,
December 30, 1889, p. 345.

The Science of the Cross

Ellen G. White declares: “God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of
redeeming love, is the theme into which ‘angels desire to look,” and it will
be their study throughout endless ages. Both the redeemed and the unfallen
beings will find in the cross of Christ their science and their song.”—7The
Desire of Ages, pp. 19, 20 (see also The Great Controversy, pp. 651, 652).

Ellen G. White admonishes that we learn for ourselves the science of the
Cross and teach it to our young people: “The revelation of God’s love to
man centers in the cross. Its full significance tongue cannot utter; pen can-
not portray; the mind of man cannot comprehend. . . . Christ crucified for
our sins, Christ risen from the dead, Christ ascended on high, is the science
of salvation that we are to learn and to teach.”—God s Amazing Grace, p.
178. “Let the youth make the word of God the food of mind and soul. Let
the cross of Christ be made the science of all education, the center of all
teaching and all study.”—7The Ministry of Healing, p. 460.

Part I11: Life Application

1. What is the meaning of the following statement by Ellen G. White:
“The mystery of the cross explains all other mysteries” (The Great
Controversy, p. 652)?
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2. If during all eternity, we will study the science of salvation and
always find something new to admire and be surprised by, what
does this fact tell us about the meaning of the death of Christ on
Calvary?

3. Paul states that the Cross is for some people foolishness and for
others a stumbling block. But for the believers, it is “the power
of God, and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). Why do you think
Paul is justified in making this claim?
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