Return of the Runaway

Philemon; The Acts of the Aposties, pp. 456-460
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I ow would you like it if someone lived at have served me.” The young man smiled shyly.
_[_| your house and made your bed for you Paul continued: “We all know that he has the
every day or cleaned your room? If you had a right to be angry with you for running away. But
servant or slave, that would probably happen. I told him that you have been helping me just as
Years ago a young man was such a slave. But he he would help me if he were here. | hope he will

became unhappy, and he ran away. Then he met Paul. It

think about that. I also told him that even though
might have happened this way . . .

you are still his slave, you are also his brother in
Christ; you have become a Christian.”
' Onesimus put his arm around Paul’s shoulder.
P aul looked up as a t.all V‘?“”g man Then he released Paul and put the letter in the
came and stood beside him. The bag he had slung over his shoulder. While
young man was dressed his head was bent, he brushed a tear out of

for travel and carned a his eye. He hoped no one would notice.
backpack over his shoulder.

Paul smiled, then looked
down at the letter he had just
written. He signed it, rolled
it up, and handed it to the
young man.

“Here, Onesimus,” he said,
“this is the letter I promised
you. It is addressed to
your master, Philemon.
Give it to him as soon as
you get home.”

Paul stood and put his
arm around the young man’s
shoulders. “I told him that
you are like a son to me. |
know that in the past you
were not as useful to him as
you have been to me these
past few months. But now you
have accepted Jesus, and love
Him. I know that you will serve
Philemon just as well as you
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The Message

| can serve Jesus at home.
Memory Verse

**************** “Serve wholeheartedly,

as if you were serving
“One more thing,” Paul continued, as the two ”
walked toward the door. ‘1 will pay whatever e Lord’ ot peoPle
amount you might owe your master Philemon. (Ephesians 6:7, NIV).
He actually owes me his life, since I was the one
who told him about Jesus.” Paul smiled as he
stopped in the doorway.
“ can never thank you enough!” Onesimus
exclaimed. He threw his bag over his shoulder,
lingering a moment. afraid to go back to the master he had run
“Just go back home and serve Philemon as away from. But now he was a Christian, and
well as you have served me. Now that you are a his heart was full of the love of God. He was
Christian too, I know that the two of you will get ready to try again to serve Philemon the way
along a lot better.” Paul gave Onesimus’ shoulder he should. After all, Paul had taught him that
a pat as the young man finally turned to go. being of service at home was a big part of
“I'd keep you here to help me if | could. But being a Christian.

you have to go back home and be
willing to serve Philemon
first. Maybe someday he
will let you come back to
me.”

Paul waved as
Onesimus started down
the path. ‘I have asked
Philemon to prepare a
room for me,” he called
after the young man. ‘I
am trusting that God
will answer my prayers
and that I will be able
to come and see you
both before long.”

Onesimus gave
one last wave over
his shoulder and
then didn’t look
back. He was a little
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._ v Take a walk with your family. Find a @ @ During family worship, read and discuss the
qule'r.place A your_lesson jogslies beginning of Paul’s letter in Philemon 1-7.
Imagine that you are Onesimus. Tell your
family what you think will happen when you 0) Give a family member the balloon you decorated in
get to Philemon’s house. Ask them what it Sabbath School. Or write an act of service for a family
was like to be a slave in Roman times. member on a balloon. Write their hame on paper and

. E). @ ) put it inside. Then blow up the balloon and give it to

Read EthSIans 6:7 and tell the person as a happy surprigc.
your family what it means to you.

@ Say your memory verse as you pretend to walk
In the Roman Empire home to Philemon. Pray for people who don’t have
freedom to attend church.
three people out of every

four were slaves!

.u D Read and discuss Philemon &-11 with your family.

. o Write your memory verse on a paper hapkin, leaving
plenty of space between words. Cut between the words. Put
the napkin puzzle parts together in the right order. Why use

a hapkin for your memory verse?

I
.“9 Sing “Love at Home” (Sing for Joy, no. 137).
Then ask Jesus to help you serve others today.

' D) ... . .
?h'l )lzvmh LT T e 2 e .:E» @ Read and discuss Philemon 15-17 for
Hemon 2= family worship. How did you serve at home today?

| JJs
an to be a secret servant today at HaR
2
home. Do something to help a member of : * Paul sent :'eh‘irs by mesginger.
your family without letting them know. ame some v{ays you can get messages 10
people who live far away. Use two ways today
to tell someone that Jesus loves them.

. ) Say your memory verse without
help. Then pray for each family member. . ‘I‘ [9) o : i ci
ake up a tune and sing your

memory verse.
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... ~D) With your family, read and

discuss Philemon 18-25. ’Q) Today is a good day to be a servant at home. What

. 0 can you do to help your family prepare for Sabbath?
0 Find the names of two servants by

reading the following Bible verses: ’Q) For family worship, act out Paul writing the

He took care of the family sheep letter to Philemon. In your own words, write what was
(1 Camuel 16:10-13) in the letter. Pass the letter to someone in your
T family who will represent Onesimus.

He served God in Eli’s home—his

other home. (1 Samuel 1:20 m D) Read Galatians 5:13 together. How
and2:1) __ can your family live this text at home?

.9) Ask your family: How is being a servant

’Q) Say your memory verse together.
today different from Paul’s time?

I
“ W .\j\G) Sing together “This Is My Prayer”
Y Draw a picture to show what your (S'ing for Joy, no. 106).
memory verse means to you. Explain it to your

family.
st PUTYLR

Directions: Review your memory verse. Then look at the
lines arranged inside the house. The first
letter is an "s." Now find the first word of
your memory verse by crossing out the extra
line in each letter.
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