LESSON 7 *February 11-17

Unto the Least of These

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Luke 4:16-19; Isa. 62:1, 2;

Deut. 15:11; Matt. 19:16-22; Luke 19:1-10; Job 29:12-16.

Memory Text: “ ‘Then the King will say to those on His right hand,

“Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world” * ” (Matthew 25:34, NKJV).

the fatherless, and the widows. They may be the ones whom Jesus
referred to as “ * “the least of these My brethren” * * (Matt. 25:40,
NKJV).

How can we identify these people today? The strangers of Bible
times were individuals who had to leave their homeland, perhaps
because of war or famine. The equivalent in our day could be the mil-
lions of refugees who have become destitute because of circumstances
that they did not choose.

The fatherless are children who have lost fathers through war, acci-
dent, or sickness. This group also could include those whose fathers
are in prison or are otherwise absent. What a broad field of service is
exposed here.

The widows are those, who for the same reasons as the fatherless,
have lost their spouses. Many are the head of a single-parent family and
could use the help that the church can provide.

As we will see this week, because we are managers of God’s busi-
ness, helping the poor is not just an option. It is following the example
of Jesus and obeying His commands.

The Bible speaks often of the strangers (sometimes called aliens),

* Study this week's lesson to prepare for Sabbath, February 18.

56



NAOSIOYNA  February 12

The Life and Ministry of Jesus

Early in His public ministry, Jesus traveled to Nazareth, in the region
of Galilee. This was His hometown, and the local people already had
heard of His work and miracles. As His custom was, Jesus attended
Sabbath services in the synagogue. Though Jesus was not the officiat-
ing rabbi, the attendant handed Him the Isaiah scroll and asked Him to
give the Scripture reading. Jesus read Isaiah 61:1, 2.

Read Luke 4:16-19 and compare it with Isaiah 61:1, 2. (See also Luke

7:19-23.) Why do you think Jesus chose this specific Scripture?
Why would these verses in Isaiah be deemed as Messianic? What
did they reveal about the work of the Messiah?

Because the religious leaders apparently had overlooked the prophe-
cies that spoke of a suffering Messiah and had misapplied those that
pointed to the glory of His second coming (which should serve as a
reminder to us of how important understanding prophecy really is),
most of the people believed the false idea that the Messiah’s mission
was to free Israel from its conquerors and oppressors, the Romans. To
think that the Messiah’s mission statement came from Isaiah 61:1, 2
must have been a real shock.

The poor usually were looked down upon by unscrupulous officials
such as tax collectors, those in business, and even their own neighbors.
It commonly was thought that poverty was the curse of God and that
their unfortunate condition must have been their own fault. With this
mindset, few people had any concern for the poor and their unhappy
plight.

Yet, Jesus’ love for the poor was one of the greatest evidences of His
Messiahship, as seen in how Jesus answered John the Baptist’s ques-
tion about Him as the Messiah (see Matt. 11:1-6). “Like the Saviour’s
disciples, John the Baptist did not understand the nature of Christ’s
kingdom. He expected Jesus to take the throne of David; and as time
passed, and the Saviour made no claim to kingly authority, John became
perplexed and troubled.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 215.

“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this:
to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27, NKJV). How should this
verse help us set our religious priorities?
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God’s Provision for the Poor

In their writings, the Bible’s authors included many of God’s provi-
sions for the poor, the strangers, the widows, and the fatherless. We
have records of this that go all the way back to Mount Sinai. “ ‘Six years
you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, but the seventh year you
shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and
what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall
do with your vineyard and your olive grove’ ” (Exod. 23:10, 11, NKJV).

Read Leviticus 23:22 and Deuteronomy 15:11. However different the
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context may be from that of our lives today, what principles should
we take away from these verses?

It generally is understood that “brother” here refers to fellow
Israelites or fellow believers. We also think of them as the worthy
poor or “the least of these My brethren.” The psalms give direction on
how we should treat those in need. “Defend the poor and fatherless;
do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy; free
them from the hand of the wicked” (Ps. §2:3, 4, NKJV). This passage
indicates our involvement in ways beyond just providing food.

Then there are promises to those who help the needy. “He who gives
to the poor will not lack” (Prov. 28:27, NKJV). “The king who judges
the poor with truth, his throne will be established forever” (Prov. 29:14,
NKJV). And King David noted, “Blessed is he who considers the poor;
the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble” (Ps. 41.:1, NKJV). This,
then, always had been a priority in ancient Israel even if, at times, the
people lost sight of it.

In contrast, even in more modern times, particularly in England, under
the impact of what has been known as “Social Darwinism,” many thought
that not only was there no moral imperative to help the poor but also that
it was, in fact, wrong to do so. Instead, following the forces of nature, in
which the strong survive at the expense of the weak, “Social Darwinists”
believed that it would be detrimental to society to help the poor, the sickly,
and the indigent because, if they multiplied, they would only weaken the
social fabric of the nation as a whole. However cruel, this thinking was the
logical outgrowth of belief in evolution and the false narrative it proclaims.

How should the gospel, the idea that Christ died for everyone,
impact how we treat everyone, regardless of who they are?
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The Rich Young Ruler

We don’t know much about the rich young ruler other than that he
was young, a ruler, and rich. And he had an interest in spiritual things.
He was so energetic that he came running to Jesus (Mark 10:17). He
was excited to learn about eternal life. This story is so important that
it is recorded in all three synoptic Gospels: Matthew 19:16-22, Mark
10:17-22, and Luke 18:18-23.

Read Matthew 19:16-22. What did Jesus mean when He said to him,
“If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow
me” (Matt. 19:21)?

Jesus doesn’t ask most of us to sell all we have and give the money to
the poor. But money must have been this young man’s god, and though
Jesus’ answer may seem quite severe, He knew that doing this was this
man’s only hope of salvation.

The Bible says that he went away very sorrowful because he was very
rich, which proves just how much he worshiped his money. He was
offered eternal life and a place in Jesus’ inner circle (“Come, follow
Me” [Matthew 19:21, NKJV]—the same words Jesus used in calling
the 12 disciples). Yet, we never hear from this young man again. He
traded eternity for his earthly possessions.

What a terrible trade-off, was it not? What a sad example of not fol-
lowing “delayed gratification” (see last week). Choosing as this man did
is such a deception because, no matter what material wealth can give
us now, sooner or later we all die and face the prospect of eternity. And
meanwhile, so many of the wealthy have discovered that their wealth
didn’t give them the peace and happiness that they had hoped for; indeed,
in many cases, the opposite seems to have happened. So many biogra-
phies have been written about just how miserable many rich people have
been. In fact, in all recorded history, one of the best depictions ever of
how unsatisfying wealth can be, in and of itself, is found in the book
of Ecclesiastes. Whatever other lessons one can take from it, one point
comes through clearly: money cannot buy peace and happiness.

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. For what
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:35—
37). What does it mean to lose your life for the sake of the gospel?
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WEDNESDAY BBLTISEE

Z.acchaeus

Zacchaeus was a wealthy Jew who had made his money by working
as a tax collector for the hated Romans. For that, and because he and
other tax collectors exacted more tax than was really due, Zacchaeus
was hated and called a “sinner.”

Zacchaeus lived in Jericho, which sat on a trade route with much
business commerce. The meeting of Zacchaeus and Jesus was not a
coincidence. Zacchaeus had apparently come under spiritual conviction
and wanted to make some changes in his life. He had heard about Jesus
and wanted to see Him. Word must have gotten out that the group Jesus
was traveling with would arrive in Jericho that day. Jesus needed to pass
through Jericho from Galilee, on His final trip to Jerusalem. Christ’s
first words to Zacchaeus revealed that, even before entering the town,
Jesus knew all about him.

Read Luke 19:1-10. What were the differences between this rich
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man’s experience with Jesus and that of the rich young ruler?

Zacchaeus and the rich young ruler had some things in common.
Both were rich, both wanted to see Jesus, and both wanted eternal life.
But here the similarities stop.

Notice that when Zacchaeus said that he would give “half of my
goods” (Luke 19:8) to the poor, Jesus accepted this gesture as an expres-
sion of a true conversion experience. He didn’t say to him, Sorry, Zac, but
as with the rich young ruler, its all or nothing. Halfis not going to cut it.
Why? Most likely because, though Zacchaeus surely liked his wealth, it
wasn’t the god to him that it was to the rich young ruler. In fact, though
we don’t know what Jesus said to him, Zacchaeus is the one who first
speaks about giving money to the poor. In contrast, Jesus had to tell the
rich young ruler specifically to give it all up; otherwise it would destroy
him. Though Zacchaeus, as any wealthy person, needed to be careful
about the dangers of wealth, he seemed to have had his relationship to it
under better control than did the rich young ruler.

“When the rich young ruler had turned away from Jesus, the disciples
had marveled at their Master’s saying, ‘How hard is it for them that
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!’ They had exclaimed
one to another, ‘Who then can be saved?’ Now they had a demonstra-
tion of the truth of Christ’s words, ‘The things which are impossible
with men are possible with God.” Mark 10:24, 26; Luke 18:27. They
saw how, through the grace of God, a rich man could enter into the
kingdom.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 555.
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Consider the Man Job

Read Job 1:8. How was Job described by God Himself?
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That’s pretty good, having even God call Job “perfect” and “upright
(Job 1:8), so perfect and upright that no one else on the earth at that
time could equal him. Again, these are God’s own words, verbatim,
about Job.

Even after Job faced one catastrophe after another, God repeated
what He had first said about Job, that there was no one else on earth
like him, perfect and upright and so forth, except that then a new ele-
ment was added. Job was still all these things, * ‘although you incited
Me against him, to destroy him without cause’ ” (Job 2:3, NKJV).

And though we get a powerful glimpse of Job’s perfection and
uprightness in how he refused to let go of God despite all that hap-
pened and despite his unfortunate’s wife’s taunt, “ ‘Do you still hold
fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!” ” (Job 2:9, NKJV), the book
reveals another aspect of Job’s life before the drama here unfolded.

Read Job 29:12-16. What is depicted here that gives us even more
insight into the secret of Job’s character?

Perhaps what’s most insightful here are Job’s words, “ ‘And I
searched out the case that I did not know’ ” (Job 29:16, NKJV). In other
words, Job didn’t simply wait, for instance, for some beggar in rags to
approach him for a handout. Instead, Job was proactive in seeking out
needs and then acting on them.

Ellen G. White suggested, “Do not wait for them [the poor] to call
your attention to their needs. Act as did Job. The thing that he knew
not he searched out. Go on an inspecting tour and learn what is needed
and how it can be best supplied.”—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5,
p. 151. This is a level of money management and stewardship of God’s
resources that is beyond the practice of many of God’s children today.

Read Isaiah 58:6-8. How can we take these ancient words and
apply them to ourselves today?
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Further Thought: “ ‘When the Son of man shall come in His glory,

and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His
glory: and before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate
them one from another.” Thus Christ on the Mount of Olives pictured to
His disciples the scene of the great judgment day. And He represented
its decision as turning upon one point. When the nations are gathered
before Him, there will be but two classes, and their eternal destiny will
be determined by what they have done or have neglected to do for Him
in the person of the poor and the suffering.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire
of Ages, p. 637.

“As you open your door to Christ’s needy and suffering ones, you are
welcoming unseen angels. You invite the companionship of heavenly
beings. They bring a sacred atmosphere of joy and peace. They come with
praises upon their lips, and an answering strain is heard in heaven. Every
deed of mercy makes music there. The Father from His throne numbers
the unselfish workers among His most precious treasures.”— The Desire
of Ages, p. 639.

Discussion Questions:
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© “ ‘For the poor will never cease from the land’ ” (Deut. 15:11,
NKJV). Besides the fact that this prediction, though thousands of
years old, unfortunately has been fulfilled, how are we to under-
stand it today? Some have used these words to all but justify not
helping the poor, reasoning this way, “Well, God said the poor
would always be among us; so, that’s just the way it is.” What’s the
fallacy of that thinking?

@ Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19: “Command those who are rich in
this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches
but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let
them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give,
willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life” (NKJV).
Notice what the danger is: to trust in one’s riches as opposed to the
living God. Why is that so easy for those who have money to do,
even though they know that in the end even all their money won’t
keep them alive? Why must we all be careful about not trusting in
anything other than the living God?



INSI Dész-ory

Twin Surprises in Finland

By ANDREW MCCHESNEY

Simo Vehkavuori, a young literature evangelist in Finland, got a surprise
as he went from house to house in Lapland. When he rang the doorbell at
one house, a woman opened the door and, seeing him outside, exclaimed,
“I want to order that set of 10 Bible stories from you!” Simo didn’t even
have time to tell her that he was selling books, much less mention that he
had Arthur Maxwell’s set of 10 Bible-story books for children.

“You might be surprised [about] why I’'m ordering the books so quickly
from you,” the woman said. “During the night, God gave me a dream,
and in the dream, He showed your face and said, ‘This man will come
to your house. Order from him a 10-volume set of Bible-story books.’
That’s why I was ready to order right away.”

Another time, Simo stopped by a local business and offered the owner a
copy of Ellen White’s The Great Controversy. “We don’t understand any-
thing about this book,” the owner said. “But our daughter is the principal
of a religious school. She will be here tomorrow. Can you come back?”

Simo told his twin brother, who was selling books with him in the
town, about the appointment. “Please pray,” he said.

When Simo returned to the business, the owner introduced him to his
daughter. The woman exploded in anger when she learned that Simo was
a Seventh-day Adventist, and she harshly criticized the Adventist Church.

When she finished, he asked for permission to speak. “Dear princi-
pal,” he said, “You cannot imagine what a great God we serve in the
Adventist Church! I want to follow the God whom we can serve wher-
ever He leads.”

The woman looked surprised. “Young man, if God means so much to
you,” she paused and turned to her mother, “Mother, can you give me
some money? I want to buy all the books that this young man has.”

Simo prayed with the woman and her parents. Returning to the room
where he was staying with his brother, he found his brother on his knees.
He excitedly told his brother about God’s miraculous intervention.

Simo, now retired, smiled joyfully as he told
Adventist Mission about witnessing God’s pres-
ence as he worked to fulfill the church’s mission.
“It was an inspiring thing for me to see that God is
behind His work,” he said.

This mission story illustrates Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic plan,
“To disciple individuals and families into Spirit-filled lives.”
Read more: IWillGo2020.0rg. Read more about Sivo next week.

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org. 63



