LESSON 1 2 *March 18-24
(page 96 of Standard Edition)

Rewards of Faithfulness

" S

Car

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Heb. 11:6, Isa. 62:11, Rom.
6:23, John 14:1-3, Revelation 21, Matt. 25:20-23, Rom. 8:16—18.

Memory Text: “ ‘His lord said to him, “Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord” ’> ”
(Matthew 25:21, NKJV).

reward as a motivation for faithful living as undeserving recipi-
ents of God’s grace, for in the end whatever we receive is, always
and only, from God’s grace.

As David wrote: “The law of the Lorp is perfect, converting the
soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the
statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of
the Lorbp is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LorbD is clean,
enduring forever; the judgments of the LorRD are true and righteous
altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them
Your servant is warned, and in keeping them there is great reward” (Ps.
19:7-11, NKJV).

In various places, the Bible talks about our rewards, what we are
promised through Christ after the Second Coming and this terrible
detour with sin is once and for all over and done.

What are we promised, and what assurance do we have of getting
what we have been promised?

Though we can never earn salvation, the Bible uses the hope of

* Study this week's lesson to prepare for Sabbath, March 25.
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Reward for Faithfulness

Read Hebrews 11:6. What should this verse mean to us? How should
we respond to what it says? Also read Revelation 22:12, Isaiah
40:10, and Isaiah 62:11. What do all these texts teach us?

The reward from God to His faithful children is unique and, like
many spiritual things, may be beyond our finite understanding.
“Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous.
It will be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can com-
prehend the glory of the Paradise of God.”—Ellen G. White, The Great
Controversy, p. 674.

Jesus concluded the Beatitudes, which open the Sermon on the
Mount, with these words: “ ‘Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My
sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you’ ”
(Matt. 5:11, 12, NKJV). After listing the people of faith in Hebrews
11, Paul begins the next chapter explaining why Jesus was willing to
die on the cross.

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1, 2, NKJV).

Being rewarded for faithfulness, however, is not the same as salva-
tion by works. Who among us, or among any of the characters in the
Bible, had works good enough to give them any merit before God?
None, of course. That’s the whole point of the cross. If we could have
saved ourselves by works, Jesus never would have gone to the cross.
Instead, it must be by grace. “And if by grace, then it is no longer of
works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no
longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work” (Rom. 11:6, NKJV).
Rewards, instead, are the mere outworking of what God has done for
us and in us.

How do we understand the difference between salvation by grace
and a reward according to works? Bring your answer to class on
Sabbath.
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Everlasting Life

As human beings (and whether we like it or not), an eternity awaits
us. And according to the Bible, this eternity will come in one of two
manifestations, at least for each of us individually: either eternal life or
eternal death. That’s it. No middle ground. No straddling, a bit of one
side or another. Instead, it is one (life) or the other (death). This truly is
a case of all or nothing.

Read Romans 6:23 and John 3:16. What options are presented to us?

It is hard to imagine two starker or more distinct choices, isn’t it?

Chances are that if you are reading this, you have chosen eternal life, or
certainly are thinking about it. God has the unique ability to do whatever
He says He can do—to fulfill all His promises. Our part is simply to
believe Him, rest upon the merits of Jesus, and by faith obey His Word.

Read John 14:1-3. What is the Lord’s counsel to us in verse 1, and
what does He promise to us in verses 2 and 3?

In the final days of His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke these amazing
words of hope and courage to His disciples. These words would lift
their spirits in times of discouragement and trial. They should do the
same for us. Jesus came from heaven, went back to heaven, and has
promised us, “I will come again and I will receive you unto Myself so
you can be with Me there” (see John 14:3).

And, perhaps more than anything else, Christ’s death on the cross at
His first coming is our greatest assurance of His second coming, for
without the Second Coming, what good was His first one? As sure as
we are that Jesus died for us on the cross is as sure as we can be that,
yes, as He promised: “ ‘I will come again and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you may be also’ ” (John 14:3, NKJV).

Dwell more on the idea that Christ’s first coming is the gunarantee
of His second. What happened at His first coming that makes His
second a promise that we can trust?
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The New Jerusalem

The biblical description of the New Jerusalem is what Abraham saw
by faith. “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). The New Jerusalem is God’s master-
piece, built for those who love Him and keep His commandments. The
New Jerusalem will be the home of God’s faithful children in heaven
during the millennium and, afterward, on the new earth for eternity.
There is good news for those of us who don’t like packing or moving.
God takes care of everything. John says he saw the city. “Then I, John,
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:2, NKJV).

Read Revelation 21. What are some of the things that we are promised?

There’s so much here that our minds can barely comprehend, dam-
aged as they are by sin, and knowing only a fallen sin-racked world. But
what we can understand is so full of hope.

First, just as Jesus dwelt with us in this fallen world when He came
in the flesh, He will dwell with us in the new one. What a privilege it
must have been for those who saw Jesus up close and personal! We
will have that opportunity, only now without the veil of sin distorting
what we see.

Then, too, how do we who know only tears and sorrow and crying
and pain understand one of the greatest promises in all the Bible:
“ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
pain, for the former things have passed away’ ” (Rev. 21:4, NKJV)?
All those “former things” will have passed away, things that never
should have been here to begin with.

Also, flowing from the throne of God is the pure river of life, and on
either side of the river is the tree of life. God’s throne will be there, and
“they shall see His face” (Rev. 22:4, NKJV). Again, the redeemed will
live with a closeness to God that, for the most part, we don’t have now.

Read Revelation 21:8, about the fate of those who will face the
second death. Which sin of those depicted there could not have
been forgiven by Jesus? Why, then, are these people lost when
some who have done the same things are saved? What is the cru-
cial difference between these two groups?
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The Settling of Accounts

Near the close of Jesus’ ministry, His disciples came to Him privately and
asked, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world?” (Matt. 24.3). Jesus then takes two
chapters to answer their questions. Matthew 24 tells of signs in the world
around us, such as wars, disasters, and so on. Then Matthew 25 talks about
conditions in the church just before Jesus comes again. These conditions are
illustrated by three stories, one of which is the parable of the talents, which
talks about how God’s people have used the gifts that He has given to them.

Read Matthew 25:14-19. Who is the one traveling into a far country?
To whom does He entrust His goods? What does it mean to “settle
accounts” (see Matt. 25:19, NKJV)?

We sometimes think of talents as natural gifts, such as singing, speak-
ing, and so on, but in the similar story of the minas in Luke 19:12-24,
money and its management are specifically mentioned. Ellen G. White
also stated, “I was shown that the parable of the talents has not been
fully understood. This important lesson was given to the disciples for
the benefit of Christians living in the last days. And these talents do
not represent merely the ability to preach and instruct from the word
of God. The parable applies to the temporal means which God has
entrusted to His people.”—7Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 197.

Read Matthew 25:20-23. What does God say to those who were faith-
ful money managers in supporting His cause? What does it mean to
¢« ¢ “enter into the joy of your lord” > ” (Matt. 25:23, NKJV)?

It is quite natural for us to think that another person has more talents
than we have and is therefore more responsible to God. In this story,
however, it is the person with only one talent—the least money—who
proved unfaithful and lost the kingdom. Rather than to think of the
responsibilities of others, let us focus on what God has entrusted to us
and how we can use it to His glory.

How are you going to fare when God comes to “settle accounts”
with you?
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Eyes on the Prize

After Paul’s conversion, he dove fully into the cause of Christ.
Because of his education and sharp mind, he could have been very
successful from a worldly perspective. Like Moses, Paul chose to
suffer with God’s faithful children and for the sake of Christ. He suf-
fered beatings, stoning, prison, shipwreck, hunger, cold, and more as
recorded in 2 Corinthians 11:24-33. How was he able to endure all
of this?

Read Romans 8:16-18. How was the knowledge that he was a child of
God a factor in his faithfulness?

The value Paul placed on the reward of the faithful is what kept him
excited about suffering for Christ. He wrote from prison: “Brethren, I
do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14, NKJV).

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-12, which we have looked at already but is worth
coming back to. What is the crucial message in these verses, espe-
cially for us as Christians?

From the biblical perspective, prosperity is having what you need
when you need it. It is not the accumulation of possessions. Prosperity
also is claiming the promise of God in Philippians 4:19: “My God shall
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Finally, prosperity is to be thankful for what you have in the Lord and
trust in Him in all things.

God does not promise His children that they will all be rich in this
world’s goods. In fact, He says that all who live godly lives shall suf-
fer persecution. What He does offer is better than any worldly wealth.
He says, “I will supply your needs, and wherever you go I will be with
you.” Then in the end, He will give His faithful ones true wealth and
responsibility and eternal life. What an awesome reward!

Near the end of his life, Paul was able to say, “For I am now ready to be
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8). May we all, through God’s grace, be able to
say the same thing, and with the same assurance, as well.
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Further Thought: Here is a word picture of a church family who
are financially faithful managers of God’s business on earth.

The Stewardship Vision for Seventh-day Adventist
Churches Around the World

It’s sometime in the future; and pastors and local church leaders have
been successful at creating a stewardship environment in the church.
They have taught, trained, supported, and encouraged the church family
in biblical financial management.

People are implementing biblical principles in their lives. They are
growing in generosity, saving on a regular basis for the unexpected, and
moving out from under the bondage of consumer debt.

Their lifestyles are marked by moderation, discipline, and content-
ment. Money has been eliminated as the rival god, and they are growing
in their relationship with the Creator God.

It’s Sabbath morning, and people are arriving for services. In their
demeanor is a sense of peace—a lack of anxiety over financial matters,
a pervading sense of contentment and gratefulness.

Marital conflict over money has been largely eliminated. They enter
worship with a sense of anticipation and expectation of God’s presence
and work among them.

The church’s ministries are fully funded, and it has a strong outreach.
It extends the love of Christ in very tangible ways to those in need.

Funds have been made available to provide church facilities that
wonderfully support ministry and that are maintained with excellence.

The question before us all is, “What is God calling us to do with
whatever resources He has entrusted to us?”

Discussion Questions:

O In class, talk about the question of how we are to understand
two very clear biblical teachings: salvation by faith and a reward
according to works. How do we harmonize these two concepts?

@ Why does learning to be content with what we have now not
mean that we can’t seek to better our financial position? That is,
why are these ideas not necessarily in conflict?

© There is no question that eternity awaits us. What choices do

we make now, even “little” ones, that will help determine where we
will spend that eternity?
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Treasure 1n Old Vessels
By Joun KaGanzi

Thirteen-year-old Precious cried out in frustration as her father led her
through the gates of a Seventh-day Adventist boarding school in Uganda.
She wanted to study in the stately buildings of the school associated with
her family’s denomination, not in the modest buildings of Katerera Primary
School. “It’s not the magnificence but the academic excellence that matters,
my daughter,” Father whispered into her ear. He said her preferred school
had not performed well academically for the past three years.

Precious bit her tongue, but her face showed her unhappiness as Father
enrolled her at the school. When Father waved good-bye at the gate, her
tears flowed freely. “Why has my beloved Dad chosen to imprison me in the
name of schooling?” she blurted out. “This is ridiculous!”

“Hello, come,” a smiling woman said in a kind voice. “Let’s go to the
dormitory, and I’ll show you where to sleep.”

Precious sadly followed as the woman carried her mattress and suitcase to
the dormitory. That evening, her heart sank further when she saw students
lining up outside an old building. She wondered what was happening until
she saw the students carrying plates of food. She realized that it was the
cafeteria. That evening, she ate a vegetarian meal for the first time in her life.

Later, Precious heard a bell ringing and saw students running joyfully to
the campus chapel for evening worship. She decided to return to the dormi-
tory, but the doors were closed. She returned to the chapel and stood on its
porch, unsure about what to do. “Come, let’s enter the house of the Lord,”
the same smiling woman said. “It’s prayer time. Don’t be sad.”

Precious felt loved, and she entered the chapel. Immediately, her sadness
vanished inside. She had never heard such beautiful singing. She also mar-
veled at the orderly and interesting 30-minute worship service that followed
the singing. At least I will enjoy this part of the school, she thought.

Father didn’t return until the end of the school term. He had feared that
Precious would refuse to stay if he came earlier. He was surprised when she
announced that she wanted to return to the school. She said she did not want
to miss the kind teachers who began every lesson with prayer and a Bible text
and who offered practical advice whenever she faced
challenges. The next term, the school held a week of
prayer, and Precious gave her heart to Jesus in baptism.
“Surely a school is more than its buildings,” she told
me, the pastor who led the week of prayer.

This quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will assist six
Adventist schools in the East-Central African Division, including
in Precious's homeland of Uganda. Thank you for your generous

offering.

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.
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Part I: Overview

God promises His people earthly and eternal rewards (Deut. 28.:1-6;
Ps. 58:11; Mal. 3:10—12; Rom. 2:6, 7), according to their deeds (Rom. 2:6,
7; Titus 2:13, 14). Such rewards furnish us with ample motivation to be
faithful (Rev. 2:10, Rev. 21:1-7).

People who are dead in sin (Eph. 2:1-6) can’t render faithfulness. Nor
are they capable of good works (Isa. 64:10). But God raises us to new
life in Christ (Eph. 2:5, 6), bringing salvation by grace to those who sur-
render to Him (7itus 2:11). He works in us to will and to do of His good
pleasure for the salvation of our souls (Phil. 2:12, 13) and for the salvation
of others.

Those who are justified by faith in Christ (Rom. 5:1, 2) receive eternal
life (Titus 3:7) apart from any works they do (Rom. 3:28; Eph. 2:8, 9).
However, grace makes us new creatures in Christ, refashioned “unto”
good works (Eph. 2:10). In this sense, all good works are fruits of faith
that God gives (Eph. 2:8), and the works of salvation (James 2:14) are, in
fact, wrought by God Himself (Isa. 26:12).

Stewardship is implied in material and spiritual blessings, for “all things
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee” (1 Chron. 29:14),
including obedience unto salvation. All who are faithful in using their
time, gifts, body, and material possessions are debtors to the grace of God,
because they are willing instruments moved by His love (I Cor. 13:1-3,
Gal. 5:6). Ultimately, the merit necessary for the redeemed to obtain
the everlasting reward also is God’s, who works “all in all” (1 Cor. 12:6,
NKJV; also read Phil. 2:13).

Part II: Commentary

Rewarded by What God Has Done

The Bible uses different words with distinct meanings for salvation. One
of the terms is “reward” (in Hebrew: shakar) in the sense of payment
for a contract, salary, fare, maintenance, or compensation (Isa. 62:11,
Isa. 40:10). Another word (in Hebrew: egeb) means “a consequence
of,” “a recompense,”’ as a result of obedience to God’s commandments
(Ps. 19:7-11).

In the New Testament, the Lord is identified as the Rewarder (in Greek:
misthapodotes), Remunerator, and the One who pays wages (Heb. 11:6).
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He will give the redeemed their reward (Rev. 22:12). This reward will be
according to the work they did in this life (in Greek: ergon). Work, here,
can mean one’s business or occupation, as well as an act, deed, or under-
taking (Rev. 22:12).

Conversely, the gift (in Greek: karisma), which is the gift of eternal life,
is opposed to the wages (in Greek: opsonion) of sin (Rom. 6:23). Originally
“wages” referred to a soldier’s ration, stipend, or pay (Rom. 6:23).
Karisma indicates that salvation is a gift (Rom. 6:23) and that good works
are from God (Eph. 2:10). However, death is a wage paid by the works (of
sin) performed without God.

Likewise, salvation as a reward or payment is karisma (a gift). This gift
doesn’t come from personal works (in Greek: ergon) but from the grace
given us to do good works (ergon) (Eph. 2:8—10). By contrast, human
works are sin, and its wages (opsonion) are death (Rom. 6:23, Gal. 5:19—
21). The question must be asked, Who brings forth good works? Without
a doubt God Himself, through His grace. God’s grace yields the work of
faithful stewardship in the life of the believer; however, the flesh yields
only the works of perdition.

Rewarded Because They Are Children

The faithfulness of the saints comes from the fact that they are children,
born again through conversion. Adam and Eve were God’s children in
Eden, where they were only stewards of the land that God commanded
them to till (Gen. 2:15). This arrangement remained in force after sin came
into the world (Gen. 3:23) because the land really belongs to the Lord
(Gen. 14:19, 20; Ps. 24:1). As God’s children, Adam and Eve originally
were created to be faithful stewards, free from the condemnation of sin.

However, sin has made us children of wrath (Eph. 2:3). The divine
Parentage is restored (John 1:12) by the grace of Jesus, and we become
sons and daughters of God again (2 Cor. 6:18). The Greek word dia-
theke (testament) emphasizes the unilateral relationship of a testament
(Heb. 9:15), in which those who become children receive, by faith, salva-
tion as an inheritance from the Father (Rom. 8:16, 17). They receive this
inheritance, not as strangers (Eph. 2:12, Col. 1:21), nor by works of the
flesh, but by faith (Rom. 4:4, 5). Thus, the faithful stewardship of our
gifts, time, tithes and offerings, and our strength grows out of a relation-
ship experience between the Lord and us, His stewards. This covenant
relationship between the Father and His children begins with the new birth
and continues in fellowship with God.

Furthermore, in Greek, the concept of steward (oikonomos) (Luke
12:42; 1 Cor. 4:1, 2; 1 Pet. 4:10) denotes someone who takes care of the
business or properties of another and must render account to receive his
due reward. There also are obligations, blessings, or curses in this covenant
relationship (in Hebrew: berith). Faithfulness to the covenant depends on
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God’s grace and not on human beings. By renewing the covenant through
conversion, God once again writes His law in our minds and hearts, and
we become His people (Jer: 31:31-34).

The Prize and the Crown Are Gifts.

The reward of the redeemed is presented in the Bible as a “prize’
(in Greek: brabeion) given to the winners in ancient public stadium
games (I Cor. 9:24, Phil. 3:14) and as a “crown” won in a competition
(I Cor. 9:25). The attainment of this reward involves perseverance and
self-sacrifice on the part of the Christian (1 Cor. 9:26, 27).

The assurance of our victory doesn’t prevent affliction during the jour-
ney. Like Jesus, who, being the Son, chose to do the will of the Father,
despite affliction and suffering (Heb. 5:8), we also, being God’s children,
will endure sorrows in this life (Phil. 1:29, John 16:33). We do so without
taking our eyes off the prize, even though that means we must resist and
abstain from everything harmful, as an athlete does.

The Bible also teaches that all we have, in the natural world, belongs to
God. We can live, move, and exist only in Him (Acts 17:28). Additionally,
every perfect gift is from Him (James 1:17). Similarly, because all mate-
rial gifts come from God, every good work in the spiritual realm also
comes from Him (Eph. 2:10).

Thus, the merit for the reward given to the redeemed belongs solely
to God, who works in the faithful to will and to do of His good pleasure
(Phil. 2:13). The redeemed are rewarded for accepting, and not giving up
on, God’s work in their lives, for they believe that Jesus (John 6:28, 29) is
“the Author and Giver of everything everywhere” (Eph. 1:23, TLB).

5

Complete Stewardship as a Reward

Christian stewardship is practical spirituality and faithfulness (1 Cor: 4:2), as
showcased by the work of Adam and Eve in their unfallen state in Eden. Eden,
which was lost by the unfaithful stewardship of Adam and Eve, was restored by
the perfect and faithful stewardship of Jesus, who sought first to do the Father’s
will (Matt. 26:42, John 5:30). Jesus saw the result of His work and was satis-
fied (Isa. 53:11). As the Second Adam, Jesus restores to humanity the heavenly
image, as well as the stewardship lost by the first Adam (1 Cor: 15:45-58).
The redeemed likewise will be satisfied to see not their own works but
the work of Jesus in them. From now on they serve the Lord, with their
eyes set on the prize (Phil. 3:14). This prize helps us understand how
everything in this life is unimportant, small, and petty in comparison with
the reward of the ransomed (Matt. 25:23). Life is short, the joys are often
few, and there is much vanity and vexation of spirit (Eccles. 2:17). But the
promises to the faithful carry endless greatness, joy, peace, and newness
(Isa. 35:10). Only the faithful (in Greek: piste) who are trustworthy and
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trustful (1 Cor. 4:2) will, by faith, inherit the fullness of stewardship (will be
made rulers over many things), happiness (in Greek: karan), cheerfulness,
and the calm delight, promised to the saints (Matt. 25:21).

The Lord invites us to be faithful in that which is least and imperfect in this
life (Luke 16:9—11) so that, as children, we may receive the eternal reward.
How solemn is the divine invitation to faithfulness as an expression of our
surrender to Jesus, who lives in us (Gal. 2:20)!

Finally, like the compass needle that always points north regardless of its
position, grace also always will be the reference point for the prize of the
saints. Any good work we do stems solely from God’s grace, lest anyone
should boast (Eph. 2:8—10).

Part I1I: Life Application

Ask a class member to read aloud the quotations below. Then discuss with
your class the questions that follow.

The Capital and Ability Come From God.

“God keeps a faithful account with every human being in our world. And
when the day of reckoning comes, the faithful steward takes no credit to
himself. He does not say, ‘My pound;’ but, ‘Thy pound hath gained’ other
pounds. He knows that without the entrusted gift no increase could have
been made. He feels that in faithfully discharging his stewardship he has
but done his duty. The capital was the Lord’, and by His power he was
enabled to trade upon it successfully. His name only should be glorified.
Without the entrusted capital he knows that he would have been bankrupt
for eternity.”—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship, pp. 111, 112.

What do such expressions as “work out,” “be not conformed,” “be ye trans-
formed,” “deny himself,” and “return unto me” in the Bible (Phil. 2:12-14;
Rom. 12:1, 2; Luke 9:23; Mal. 3:7, 8) teach you about the role of planning and
personal will in the pursuit of faithful Christian stewardship (7 Cor. 4:2)?
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Talents Are Spiritual and Material.
“I was then shown that the parable of the talents has not been fully

understood. . . . The parable [also] applies to the temporal means which
God has entrusted to His people.”—Ellen G. White, Spiritual Gifts,
vol. 4, p. 38.

What connection exists between faithfulness in the spiritual life and in the
material life (Matt. 25:14-30)?

Notes
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