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LESSON 7

CORNERSTONECONNECTIONS
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flash

“David, in the beauty and vigor of his young manhood, was preparing to take a high
position with the noblest of the earth. His talents, as precious gifts from God, were
employed to extol the glory of the divine Giver. . . . The love that moved him, the sorrows
that beset him, the triumphs that attended him, were all themes for his active thought;
and as he beheld the love of God in all the providences of his life, his heart throbbed with
more fervent adoration and gratitude, his voice rang out in a richer melody, his harp was

swept with more exultant joy; and the shepherd boy proceeded from strength to strength,
from knowledge to knowledge; for the Spirit of the Lord was upon him” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 642).
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o you think?

If you took a test that measured how much faith you have

in God, what grade do you think you would deserve? (Circle only

one grade.)

A B H D F

If your friends graded the test, what grade do you think

they would give you?

A B H D F

Rank the following Bible stories in order from the

person who demonstrated the greatest faith (1) to

the one who showed the least faith (10).

____ Noah and the ark

____ Daniel in the lions” den

____ Peter walking on the water

____ David slaying Goliath

___Naaman dipping seven times in the
Jordan River

____ Esther approaching the king to save
her people

____Moses leading the Israelites
through the Red Sea

___Rahab hiding the Israglite spies

__ Joseph refusing to compromise
with Potiphar’s wife

_____Abraham offering his son Isaac as
a sacrifice

did you
know?

oliath was a tall man—
somewhere between 7
and 9 feet. The import-
ant thing to remember is
that David with God on his
side defeated Goliath and
brought honor to God.




punch lines

“The Lorp himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you
nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” (Deuteronomy 31:8,

NIV).

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach

us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the

encouragement they provide we might have hope” (Romans
15:4, NIV).

“Trust in the Loro with all your heart and lean not on

your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs
3:5, 6, NIV).

“I can do all this through him who gives me
strength” (Philippians 4:13, NIV).

“ ‘For | know the plans | have for you,

declares the Loro, ‘plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future’ ” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV).

further

insight

“It is not the capabilities
you now possess Or ever
will have that will give you
success. It is that which the
Lord can do for you. . . . He
longs to have you reach after
Him by faith. He longs to have
you expect great things from Him.

He longs to give you understand-
ing in temporal as well as in spiritual
matters.”—Elien G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 146.
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connectingtolife

From the selected verses in 1 Samuel 16 and
17 the character that has the most impressive
outward appearance is clearly Goliath. Goliath
appears from the camp of the Philistines as a
“champion” (verse 4, NIV), using a rare Hebrew
word that occurs only twice in the Hebrew
Bible (1 Samuel 17:4, 23). The word translated
“hero” in verse 51 is @ more common Hebrew
word. In the War Scroll discovered at Qumran,
the word seems to mean “infantryman.”

What can | do to value the true worth in others
and not rely on outward appearances?

Monday

Read 1 Samuel 17:45.

P ersonalize the Key Text to carry with you as
a promise this week when you battle temp-

tation. For example, your personal translation

might be something like this: “Satan, you come

to me through [pornographic internet sites], but

| come to you in the name of the Lord Aimighty,

the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have

defied. This battle belongs to the Lord.”

Tuesday

Read Romans 15:4.
R ead the Flashlight section and then reflect
on the following questions:

What is a love that moves you?

What are sorrows that beset you?

What are triumphs that attend you?

How can your answers to these questions
become “themes for [your] active thought” so
that your heart might throb “with more fervent
adoration and gratitude” and your voice ring out
in “a richer melody” so that you can live from
strength to strength?

Kthis week’s reading’: A

Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning
of the End'), chapters 62 and 63.

*Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of Patriarchs and
Prophets, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific
Press®. Get more information about it at www.cornerstoneconnec
tions.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion
-books#.URIhF1rB09s. By following the weekly reading plan,

you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series
each year.
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