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ﬁcripture Story: 1 Samuel 18-27.
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“Though Saul was ever on the alert for an opportunity to destroy David, he stood in fear
of him, since it was evident that the Lord was with him. David’s blameless character
aroused the wrath of the king; he deemed that the very life and presence of David cast a
reproach upon him, since by contrast it presented his own character to disadvantage. It
was envy that made Saul miserable and put the humble subject of his throne in jeopardy.
What untold mischief has this evil trait of character worked in our world!” (Patriarchs and

Prophets, p. 651).

Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the End),
chapters 64 and 65.

“May the Lorp judge between you

and me. And may the Lorp avenge
the wrongs you have done to me,
but my hand will not touch you.”

(1 Samuel 24:12, NIV)
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o you think?

Complete the following statement in your own words:
| dislike people who are jealous because

What are some qualities about themselves that jeal-
ous people overlook when envying others?
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did you
know?

aul opened his heart to the
spirit of jealousy by which his soul
was poisoned. . . . The monarch
of Israel was opposing his will to
the will of the Infinite One.
Saul had not learned . . .
that he should rule his
own spirit. He allowed
his impulses to control
his judgment, until he was
plunged into a fury of passion .
D .. ready to take the life of any who
dared oppose his will."—Ellen G.
White, Prophets and Kings, p. 650.
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punch lines

“It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end” (John 13:1, NIV).

“For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:25, NIV).

“Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honor”
(Proverbs 29:23, NIV).

“For by the grace given me | say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in

accordance with the faith God has distributed to
each of you” (Romans 12:3, NIV).

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from

me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew
11:29, NIV).

“The Loro replied, ‘My Presence will go
with you, and | will give you rest’ ” (Exo-
dus 33:14, NIV).

further

insight

“When by the jealousy of Saul
driven a fugitive into the wilder-
ness, David, cut off from human
support, leaned more heavily upon
God. . . . Through years of waiting and
peril, David learned to find in God his
comfort, his support, his life.”—Eien 6. white,
Education, p. 152.
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connectingtolife

the very cave where David and his men were
hiding (1 Samuel 24). While Saul slept, David
took a knife and cut off a piece of the king’s
robe, proof that he could have killed him if he
had wanted to do so.

What reason does David give for refusing to
hurt Saul? (1 Samuel 24:10).

How can that reason help us in our disagree-
ments with fellow believers?

Tuesday

Read Proverbs 29:23.

Read this week’s Flashlight quotation. Did
any part of the quotation stand out to

you? Notice the first part of the second sen-

tence: “David’s blameless character aroused

the wrath of the king.”

What was it about David’s life and character
that made Saul's character seem so bad?
Do you think the slaying of Goliath by David
exposed flaws in Saul’s character? Explain.

Wednesday
ead the Punch Lines for this week. Choose
the scripture that really speaks to you,
then complete the following statements:

This scripture is meaningful to me because

If | follow the lesson taught in this scripture,
it will help me deal with

Ghis week’s reading*

Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning
of the End'), chapters 64 and 65.

*Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of Patriarchs and

Prophets, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific
Press®. Get more information about it at www.cornerstoneconnec
tions.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion
-books#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan,

you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series
each year.
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