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Fcripture Story: 2 Samuel 11; 12.
Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the End),
chapter 71.
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“Then David said to Nathan, ‘I
have sinned against the Lorp.’

“Whoever under the reproof of God will humble the soul with confession and repentance, “Nathan replied, ‘The Lorp has
as did David, may be sure that there is hope for him. Whoever will in faith accept God’s taken away your sin. You are not
promises, will find pardon. The Lord will never cast away one truly repentant soul” (Patri- going to die.” ”

archs and Prophets, p. 726). 2 Samuel 12:13, NIV)
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o you think?

It is a well-known truth that dishonesty has a way of
building and compounding the more one tries to maintain the lie.

At what point on the continuum do you think it is most difficult
for someone to confess and repent of a lie?

1 2 3 4
1—When you first realize that lying is an option.
2—After you have made the first step into
dishonesty.

3—-After you have had to cover the first lie with
another.

4—When all the evidence is making it clear
that you have been dishonest but it is too
big to own.

Why?

did you

know?
|:|n 2 Samuel 12:5 (NIV) the Bible

says, “David burned with anger against
the man and said to Nathan, ‘As surely
as the Lorp lives, the man who did this
must die!” ” When David heard Nathan
tell the story of how the rich
man was unwilling to take
a sheep from the many

he had and took the one
precious lamb from a poor
man, he was incensed. As

a matter of fact, the phrase
“David burned with anger” refers
to breathing rapidly in passion,
especially through the nose. Per-
haps you have noticed that when some
people get really angry, their nostrils flare
out? Perhaps, David’s nostrils were flaring with a
demand for justice!




punch lines

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do

not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me

the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me” (Psalm
51:10-12, NIV).

“Then | let it all out; | said, ‘I'll come clean about my failures to
Gop.” Suddenly the pressure was gone—my guilt dissolved, my
sin disappeared” (Psalm 32:5, The Message).

“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper
than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between

soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes

our innermost thoughts and desires. Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked

and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one
to whom we are accountable” (Hebrews 4:12,
13, NLT).

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and

the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the Lorp, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7, KJV).

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall not commit adultery.” But | tell
you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery
with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27,
28, NIV).

further

insight

“The prayer of David after his fall,
illustrates the nature of true sorrow
for sin. His repentance was sincere and
deep. . . . David saw the enormity of his
transgression. . . . It was not for pardon only
that he prayed, but for purity of heart.”—Eien G.
White, Steps to Christ, pp. 24, 25.
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connectingtolife

Tuesday

Read Colossians 3:13.

Take a moment to read and reflect on the
amazing promise written by Ellen White in

this week’s Flashlight quote. What part of this

promise would you like to claim today?

Write a prayer to God embracing this promise
to you. Think about someone you know who
responds to God's voice promptly when they
sense they have done something wrong. For
some the words “l was wrong” or “| was being
selfish” or “I'm sorry” ring with humility and
sincerity. How has such a person shaped your
life? How do you see their example helping you
in the future?

Wednesday
R ead the Punch Lines for this week’s lesson
and highlight the key phrases that speak
to you in each verse. Reflect for a moment
why you think those phrases are particularly
relevant to you today and write out your own
paraphrase of the one verse you want to share
with someone else this week. Pray that God
will cause you to encounter someone who will
need a promise found in these passages and
be looking for an opportunity to share how
the story of David’s fall and repentance has
deepened your walk with God.
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Thursday

Read Psalm 32:5.
n what area of your life do you struggle with
temptation—and not just the temptation

itself but the hiding of the fact when you give ( - y - %*
in to it? Maybe this week you could share your this week’s read"'lg

struggle with a godly friend who can pray for Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning
you and hold you accountable for making the of the End'), chapter 71.
right choice in your next hour of temptation. o ) ) ) )

, i *Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of Patriarchs and
There’s a freedom that comes from sharing Prophets, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific
your struggle with a safe friend. They may Press®. Get more information about it at www.cornerstoneconnec

tions.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion
-books#.URINF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan,
\ you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Seriesj

Qch year.




