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LESSON 13

CORNERSTONECONNECTIONS

DECEWIBER302023

Fcrip’mre Story: 2 Samuel 7; Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:21 -38.\

Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the End),
chapter 70; The Desire of Ages (or Humble Hero),
chapters 1-4.
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“Now Jesus himself was about
thirty years old when he began his
ministry. He was the son, so it was

“The Pharisees had gathered close about Jesus as He answered the question of the

) . , , , , thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli,
scribe. Now turning He put a question to them: ‘What think ye of Christ? whose son is He?’

) ) ) o i ) ... the son of David.”
This question was designed to test their belief concerning the Messiah—to show whether
they regarded Him simply as a man or as the Son of God. A chorus of voices answered, (Luke 3:23, 31, NIV)
‘The Son of David.” This was the title which prophecy had given to the Messiah” (The

Desire of Ages, p. 608).
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D the genealogical proof that

o you think?

Here’s a quiz to see how well you know genealogy:
1. You have the names of three siblings born between 1884
and 1887 and need to know the names of their parents. Which

census would be the best one to start with?
__ 1880 ___ 1900 ___ 1910
2. The best place to start your genealogical research

is...
___Internet __ Grandma ___Library

3. Your grandfather’s sister’s daughter is your . . .
___great-aunt ___ second cousin

___first cousin once removed

4. You found several records that give your
ancestor’s birth date. Which source is most
reliable?
___ 1834 baptismal record
___ 1850 census
___ 1902 death record

Answers:

1. 1900; the siblings were not born yet in 1880, and by 1910 they
were probably not living with their parents.

2. Grandma; start with your relatives. The biggest regret family his-
torians report is that they didn’t interview relatives when they could.
3. First cousin once removed.

4. The baptismal record, because it was recorded when the event
occurred—the closer the record to the event, the more reliable.

did you
know?

here are 17 verses in the New
Testament that describe Jesus
as the “Son of David.” But
how is it possible for
Jesus to be David’s “son”

if David lived approxi-
mately 1,000 years before
Jesus? Matthew 1 outlines

Jesus was a direct descendant
of David through Joseph, Jesus’
legal father. The genealogy in Luke 3
gives Jesus’ lineage through His mother,
Mary. Thus, Jesus is a descendant of David,

both through Joseph by adoption and Mary by blood.




punch lines

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to

be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful

to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.

“But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit’ " (Matthew
1:18-20, NIV).

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Why is it said that the
Messiah is the Son of David?’ ” (Luke 20:41, NIV).

“But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punish-
ment that brought us peace was on him, and
by his wounds we are healed. We all, like
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to our own way; and the Lorp has
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah
53:5, 6, NIV).

further

insight

“In the fields where the boy
David had led his flock, shep-
herds were still keeping watch
by night. Through the silent
hours they talked together of the
promised Saviour, and prayed for
the coming of the King to David’s
throne. ‘And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them. . . . And the angel said
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’ ”—Ellen G. White,

The Desire of Ages, p. 47.
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connectingtolife

ing Ruth’s ancestors, the Moabites)

Bathsheba (Matthew 1:6; 2 Samuel 11-12:24;
1 Chronicles 3:5)

What do these women have in common? What
is Matthew trying to tell us by mentioning these
women in the bloodline of Jesus? What does
this tell us about Jesus?

Monday
Read Luke 3:23-31.
xplain why Luke said “so it was thought”
that Jesus was the son of Joseph and
David. Does the inclusion of this statement
cast doubt on the divine origin of Jesus? Why
or why not?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 16:13.
fter reading the Flashlight section reflect
on the question that Jesus put to the
Pharisees: “What think ye of Christ? whose son
is He?” Compare this question to the question
that Jesus asked His disciples in today’s
reading—"“Who do people say the Son of
Man is?”

Is this the same question? Explain.

Consider what the following verses say about
the identity of Christ and then complete the
sentence:

Matthew 16:16—Jesus is
John 3:16, 17—Jesus is
John 10:30—Jesus is
Colossians 1:13-23—Jesus is

Wednesday
ead the three texts included in the Punch
Lines section. How do Matthew 1:18-20
and Isaiah 53:5, 6 answer the question that

Ghis week’s reading’: )

Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning
of the End)), chapter 70; The Desire of
Ages (or Humble Hero), chapters 1-4.

*Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of Patriarchs and
Prophets, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific
Press®. Get more information about it at www.cornerstoneconnec
tions.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion
-books#.URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading plan,

you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series

each year.




