Priceless!
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Do the activ-
ity on page /4.

“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that
you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your

ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb with- e'Pog,
out blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18, 19). R /e\l"
N

Imagine that while scuba diving you spotted an old
sunken ship with a lot of treasure still on board, and no
one knew where it was but you. What would you do?
What would you be willing to give to get the priceless
treasure? In our lesson today Jesus talks about such a
hidden treasure.

God treasures me
and gave every-
thing to save me.

esus is coming to town." The news spread from house to house.

Everyone was excited; the air seemed to crackle with anticipation.
People rushed around, finishing their work. Mom didn’t have to insist
today. No one wanted to miss a single word Jesus said.

Jesus was different, not like other ministers or the Pharisees. You
could understand everything Jesus said. He told wonderful stories.
There was something special about Jesus’ stories; you enjoyed them
when you heard them, but the more you thought about them after-
ward, the more spiritual meaning you discovered.

When Jesus started talking about the kingdom of heaven, He
grabbed everyone’s attention. Many wondered if this was the time
they had been waiting for, when He would proclaim Himself the Mes-
siah and chase the Romans out of their land. Would there be riches
for everyone in the new kingdom? Everyone listened, confidently
expecting that soon they would be rid of their Roman masters.




Read Matthew 13:44 and this week’s lesson,
“Priceless!”

Think of words that describe your value to God.
Try to view everyone as very valuable in God’s eyes.

Begin to memorize the power text.

Ask for a real understanding of your value to God.

Read Matthew 13:45, 46; Philippians 2:6; and
John 1:1.

What did Jesus give up when He came to earth?
Where do you fit in this story?
Review the power text.
Ask God to help you give everything to Him.

|
Read Exodus 19:3-6.

How did God describe His people?

Think about some of the peaple you trea-
sure. Tell them today how special they are to you.

Review the power text.

Ask God to help you see what these texts are
saying about you.
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But the kingdom Jesus talked about
didn’t feature Roman soldiers, revolution,
and rebellion. As the people made their
way home they quietly discussed and
wondered about the kingdom Jesus had
described. It didn't make sense. It didn't
fit with their picture of a kingdom. When
were they going to get rid of the cruel,
oppressive Romans?

Seeing confusion on their faces, Jesus
told more stories. First He compared
the kingdom of heaven to a farmer who
rents a field.

“The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field,” Jesus began.
“When a man found it, he hid it again,
and then in his joy went and sold all he
had and bought that field” (Matthew
13:44).

It was not unusual that when a farmer




was plowing a field he would find a box the farmer would go away with a heavy

full of priceless treasure. The farmer heart because he didn't own that much
would then try to negotiate with the money.

owner of the property the purchase of But the farmer in Jesus’ story quickly
the field he had been renting. The price raced home wondering how he could
of a field was usually far beyond any- raise the money. Arriving home, he

explained to his family that he needed to

thing the farmer could easily afford. So




Read Matthew 6:19-21.

Draw or create a representation of something
you consider very precious. Is it something you could
give up for someone you love?

Review the power text.

Ask God to help you find the treasures in His
Word.

Read Deuteronomy 7:6-8.

God has chosen each of us to be His “treasured
possession.”How does the realization that God treasures
you change the way you look at life?

God's promises tell how much He treasures
us. Ask some people what their favorite promises are.

Review the power text.
(laim one of the promises and thank God for it.

Read Deuteronomy 14:2.

God treasures His friendship with you so
much that He put one day in the week aside for you to
spend together. Take time to prepare for that day.

With your family, talk about everything Jesus
gave up to come to this earth.

Before worship, write a note for each member
of your family: “Dear ,you are a treasure to
God." Give out the notes at worship.

Repeat this week’s power text from memary.

Say a prayer of thanks and sing a song of praise
to God for counting you as His priceless treasure.
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sell everything they owned to buy a field.
The farmer’s wife and friends could not
understand what had happened to him.
But the farmer knew that if he could buy
the field, the treasure would be his.

To help the truth of the story sink
deep into the minds of His listeners,
Jesus told another story. “Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls. When he found
one of great value, he went away and
sold everything he had and bought it”
(Matthew 13:45, 46).

It was common for merchants to jour-
ney long distances, asking and searching
for the perfect pearl. They traveled the
world, buying and selling pearls. This was
the trade of the merchant in the story. He
found many beautiful pearls, but none
that was perfect.

Then one day quite unexpectedly
he found it. Polished, sparkling, glimmer-
ing—it was breathtaking. Immediately
he knew that this was the pearl he had
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always dreamed of. However, it was
expensive. The merchant knew that it
would cost him a fortune. In fact, he
would have to sell everything he owned.
But it was worth it. His friends and his
family wondered about his sanity, but
he sold everything he owned to buy the
perfect pearl.

Jesus knew what it was to give up
everything. He had given up His place in
heaven with His Father. He had given up
all of His power, His crown, and all the
honor and respect as King and Lord of all
creation.

But He didn't regret it. Each one of
His disciples was worth it. Even if there
had been just one of them, He would
have been willing to give up everything
and come and live on earth. He valued
each of them more than the greatest
treasure and richest pearl. To Him they
were each priceless.

Jesus knew that in time all
except Judas would follow Him.
Once they gave up everything
to follow Jesus, the disciples
would discover a treasure
far greater than everything
they had left behind. They
would understand that
everything fades in
insignificance com-
pared to the price-
less treasure of the
kingdom of God.
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Cross off each letter from the following verse in
the letters below. Rearrange the leftover letters to spell out
the word that describes what Jesus thinks of us.
The word is a noun, not an adjective.

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins”
(1 John 4:10).
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