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flash

“The wise men had seen a mysterious light in the heavens upon that night when
the glory of God flooded the hills of Bethlehem. As the light faded, a luminous
star appeared, and lingered in the sky. It was not a fixed star nor a planet, and
the phenomenon excited the keenest interest. That star was a distant company
of shining angels, but of this the wise men were ignorant” (The Desire of Ages,
p. 60).
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do you think?

Imagine the Wise Men. These learned men had studied
the night sky and the prophetic writings of old. They arrived
expecting to find Jesus easily. To their amazement, they found
none who knew about His birth.
The visitors looked about but saw no sign of Him.
“Do you know where we may find Him?" they asked.
How would you have responded?

How would you respond to someone who
doesn't know anything about Jesus but is
asking you to share what you know about
Him? Write down your answer and always
be prepared to share who Jesus is to you:

d'd you
now’

he Wise Men were earnest
seekers after the truth who
studied the Holy Scriptures. Their
faithfulness was richly rewarded.
When they found the promised
Messiah, they presented gifts of gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh. Those items were
the most valuable of that day,
all gifts literally fit for a king yet
also holding symbolic value.
Gold, an always highly valu-
able commodity throughout
D history, was an appropriate
gift for a king. Frankincense
was used in making incense, a
gift appropriate for a priest. Myrrh
was an embalming agent. These gifts
symbolize that Jesus was King, Priest, and
Savior who would die to save us from sin and its
consequences.
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punch lines

“Then the Lorp God called to Adam and said to him, ‘Where are you?” (Gen-
esis 3:9).

“So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said
to Him, ‘Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I
have sought You anxiously' " (Luke 2:48).

“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one
coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? And when she has found it,
she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which
I lost!" Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents” (Luke 15:8-10).

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life; and I will dwell
in the house of the Lorp forever” (Psalm

23:6).

“What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness,
and go after the one which is lost until
he finds it?" (Luke 15:4).

further

“While they [the Wise Men]
had the star before them as
an outward sign, they had

also the inward evidence of the
Holy Spirit, which was impress-
ing their hearts, and inspiring them
with hope.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages,
p. 60

“The offering from the heart that loves, God
delights to honor, giving it highest efficiency in
service for Him."”—tlien G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 65
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connecting olife

Monday
Read John 17:17 and 1 Thessalonians 2:13.
he Wise Men were looking for Jesus, led
by their study, the Holy Spirit, and an
angelic beacon specially provided to show
them the way. Convinced they were on the
right path, they incredulously realized they
were virtually alone in their awareness that
the fullness of time had come. What lessons
can be learned today from that scenario?

The Wise Men looked to the east and saw the
sign of His coming. So, too, will those alive in
the last days look to the east and see the sign
of His second coming. Ellen White states in The
Great Controversy: "Soon there appears in the
east a small black cloud, about half the size of
aman's hand. It is the cloud which surrounds
the Saviour and which seems in the distance
to be shrouded in darkness. The people of
God know this to be the sign of the Son of
man” (p. 640).

Tuesday
Read 2 Peter 1:20, 21.

he Flashlight quote in which Ellen White

reveals that the star that the Magi saw
was actually a band of angels presents a won-
derful opportunity for Seventh-day Advent-
ists. This opens up a natural opportunity to
talk about the role of a modern-day prophet.
Many people seem especially attuned to spir-
itual discussion at Christmas and can readily
see the plausibility of angels being involved,
given their involvement with the shepherds
when they proclaimed His birth. Have you
ever interjected the knowledge you have into
such conversation? How do you seek Jesus
today? Do you find Him in the words of the

Bible, in the embrace of a loved one, in the /this week's reading*\

smile of a parent, in the expectant eyes of a The Desire onges (or Humble
child, and in the beauty of a glorious sunset? Hero) chapter 6
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*Humble Hero is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, created
by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®. Get more informa-
tion about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article
/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#.URIhF1r
BOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read at least
\.one book of the Conflictof the Ages series each year.
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