real.solid.stories

LESSON 7

L CORNERSTONECOIIECTIONS

E FEBRUARY152025

5&*

one of a kind

a
(=]
=
=]
o
-
(7]
-
o
=]
™
(o]
o
=]
=
(4]
a
-
o
=]
(7]

N
(-]

© Thinkstock 2016
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flash

"'And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the
day of his showing unto Israel.’ Before the birth of John, the angel had said, ‘He
shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost." God had called the son of
Zacharias to a great work, the greatest ever committed to men” (The Desire of
Ages, p. 100).
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do you think?

What does baptism symbolize?
Now let's take a look at what the Bible says about baptism.
Match the statements with the corresponding Bible refer-
ences:

Christ's death and resurrection
Being dead to sin
Being alive to God
Consecration to Christ’s service

Covenant relationship with God

Entrance into Christ's spiritual kingdom

Romans 6:11; Galatians 3:27-29; Mark 10:38;
Colossians 2:12; Matthew 3:11; John 3:3, 5.

ow John [the Baptist]
also was baptizing in
Aenon near Salim, because
there was much water
there. And they came and
were baptized’ (John 3:23).
“Why did John the Baptist choose this
particular place for his work of baptizing the
people? The Bible tells us that it was ‘because
there was much water there." But there'd be
no reason to require a place where
there was ‘much water' if a
mere sprinkling or pour-
ing were the method used.
Multiple Bible references to
baptism throughout the New
D Testament show plainly that
immersion was the one method
used in the days of Christ and
His apostolic church. Considering
this matter from the point of view of
language, the very word ‘baptism’ is from
the Greek word baptisma, derived from the Greek
verb baptizo meaning ‘to dip’ or ‘to immerse’ " (Mark
Finley, What the Bible Says About, p. 315).
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punch lines

“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 5:20).

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever con-
fesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).

“Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,' and not do the things
which T'say?” (Luke 6:46).

“But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be wit-
nesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts
1:8).

further

“In ourselves we are inca-
pable of doing any good
thing; but that which we can-

not do will be wrought by the

power of God in every submissive

and believing soul.”—Eilen G. white, The
Desire of Ages, p. 98
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connecting olife

John the Baptist played in preparing the way
for His ministry.

How do you prepare the way for the second
coming of Jesus? Are you taking seriously
your preparation for heaven? How are you
helping someone else to prepare for Jesus'
soon return?

Tuesday
Read Luke 1:80.

n today's Flashlight quotation Ellen White

notes that John the Baptist grew up far
away from the city—actually, in the des-
ert. She also noted about the education
that is most favorable for character devel-
opment: “The more quiet and simple the life
of the child,—the more free from artificial
excitement, and the more in harmony with
nature,—the more favorable is it to physical
and mental vigor and to spiritual strength”
(Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 74).

Why do you think God chose such simple
environments both for the upbringing of John
the Baptist and for Jesus?
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How did John's simple upbringing help him
recognize and resist temptation and sin?

Wednesday
Read Romans 5:8.
ead the Punch Lines for this week.

John was calling people to repentance and
was baptizing them. However, it was the work
of the Holy Spirit to convict people of sin and

help them to live a new life through Christ. /this week's reading*\

How do the believers who are being baptized LZ?,OD) egéggtg]rcﬁl%eﬁzl(or At

need an extra measure of God's Holy Spirit?

*Humble Hero is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, created
by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®. Get more informa-
tion about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article
/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#.URIhF1r
BOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read at least
one book of the Conflict of the Ages series each year.
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