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flash

“Nicodemus had come to the Lord thinking to enter into a discussion with Him,

but Jesus laid bare the foundation principles of truth. He said to Nicodemus, It
is not theoretical knowledge you need so much as spiritual regeneration. You
need not to have your curiosity satisfied, but to have a new heart. You must
receive a new life from above before you can appreciate heavenly things. Until

this change takes place, making all things new, it will result in no saving good for

you to discuss with Me My authority or My mission” (The Desire of Ages, p. 171).
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do you think?

If you were to describe your conversion to Christ, what
memorable moment would come to mind that helped you
decide to give your heart to Jesus? What metaphor would

you use to describe your conversion experience? Explain.
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ohn 3:16, the most popular
verse in the Bible, came from Jesus'
encounter with Nicodemus, a spir-
itual leader who took three years to
fully turn His life over to Christ.
“Baptism is one of the most important sub-
jects in the New Testament. It is mentioned over
eighty times. Before His ascension
to heaven, Jesus commissioned
His disciples to ‘go therefore
and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 28:19). The book of
Acts records that the disciples
followed their Lord's instructions,
and tens of thousands of people were
baptized.” “The New Testament church bap-
tized adult believers who committed their lives to
Christ, repented of their sins, and obeyed His Word”
(Mark Finley, What the Bible Says About, p. 311).
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punch lines

“He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world
did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become

children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:10-12).

“Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth,
that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures”
(James 1:18).

“Who has directed the Spirit of the Lorp, or as
His counselor has taught Him? With whom did
He take counsel, and who instructed Him, and
taught Him in the path of justice? Who taught
Him knowledge, and showed Him the way of
understanding?” (Isaiah 40:13, 14).

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
is born of God, and everyone who loves
Him who begot also loves him who is

begotten of Him” (1 John 5:1).

“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according
to His abundant mercy has begotten
us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead” (1 Peter 1:3).

further

“When the Spirit of God takes

possession of the heart, it trans-
forms the life.”—ellen G. White, The Desire
of Ages, p. 173

“The light shining from the cross reveals
the love of God. His love is drawing us to
Himself." —Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 175
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connecting olife

Monday
Read John 3:12-15.
he Key Text connects with the Old Testa-
ment event that was a forecast of Calvary.
Read Numbers 21:6-9 and compare that story
with the Key Text for this week. How can you
keep your eyes focused on Christ throughout
the course of a normal week?

Tuesday
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
ead the quote from The Desire of Ages
in the Flashlight section of this lesson.
What are some examples of “spiritual regen-
eration”? Whom do you know well who has
experienced real spiritual regeneration? How
is their life different because of their expe-
rience?
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Wednesday
Read 1 Peter 1:23.
s you read the passages listed in the
Punch Lines section of this week's lesson,
which verse speaks to your life today? In what
way do you resonate with Nicodemus and his
experience with Christ?

/this week's reading*\
The Desire of Ages (or Humble

Thursday

Read Ephesians 2:4-10.
ake a list of five spiritual moments in
your life that were key turning points in
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Hero), chapter 17.

*Humble Hero is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, created
by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®. Get more informa-
tion about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article
/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#.URIhF1r
BO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read at least
one book of the Conflict of the Ages series each year.




