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REFERENCES: ESTHER 1; 2:1-20; THE SDA BIBLE COMMENTARY, VOL. 3, PP. 468-471.

Queen Esther

Who do you stay with when you can’t be with

your parents? Esther’s cousin cared for her for a long

time.

sther, a pretty little girl, lived in
the land of Persia. When both her

parents died, Esther went to live
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with her older cousin, Mordecai.
Mordecai loved Esther and cared

for her as if she were his own daughter.
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As Esther grew to be a young woman, Mordecai
taught her all the things parents teach their children.
He taught her to be kind
and helpful. He taught her

to be honest and brave. And he

Memor'g Verse
=% “Keep on loving one
another as brothers
and sisters.”

lived in Persia, they weren't Persian. They were Jewish, and

Mordecai didn’t want Esther to forget the God of her people.
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% taught her to love and worship God. Although Esther and Mordecai
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HEBREWS 13:1, NIV. e When Esther was a young woman, the king of Persia decided g
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to look for a new queen. Young women from all over the country
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The Message ﬁ“

& were called to the palace. The king would choose a new queen
God’s people care

for each other. %
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from among them. Esther was one of those young women.




Each young woman enjoyed a year of special care before they went to meet the king.
During this time they lived in a special part of the king’s palace and were cared for by
special helpers. Esther was such a kind, thoughtful girl, that she soon became friends with
the one in charge of all the girls. He gave her seven special maids, the best food, and the
best place to stay.

Mordecai worked in the king’s palace. He could walk in the gardens near where the
young women lived. There he could find out how Esther was, and what was happening
to her.

Finally it was time for Esther to meet the king. Would he like her? Would he like her
more than all the other young women? Would he make her queen?

The king did like her. Mordecai had raised her well. She was not only beautiful, she
was kind and sweet, and she won the king’s favor.

The king put a royal crown on Esther’s head and made
her queen. He gave a great feast for her. He proclaimed
a holiday throughout the entire country, and gave lots
of gifts in honor of his new queen.

Mordecai had cared for Esther most of her life.

And he didn’t stop caring for her when she
became queen. Mordecai and Esther were part
of God’s family. And people in God’s

family never stop caring for each other.

How can you show others that you
care for them? Think of several things

you can do. Can you help people in

your family? Can you pray for them?

Sing a song for them? Or give them
a hug? Show your love to someone in

your family today.




SABBATH

Each day this week, read the lesson story
together and review the memory verse.
Keep on loving. . Cross arms over chest.

one another . . . . Point to others.
as brothers. . . .. Point to a boy.
and sisters. . . . .. Point to a girl.

Hebrews 13:1. . . .Palms together; then open
as if opening a book.

SUNDAY

Sing “We Are His Hands” (Little Voices
Praise Him, no. 314). Bang some blocks or
spoons together as you sing if you want to.

Help your child show they care about
someone else in your family by doing something
nice for them as a surprise.

MONDAY

Talk about the beauty treatments Esther
had for months. Let your child put on some
nice-smelling lotion or perfume. Talk about how
Esther was beautiful on the inside because she
treated people with love. Ask: How can
you be beautiful on the inside?

TUESDAY

Help your child do something
caring for an elderly neighbor, friend,
or relative. Help with yard work or
housework, sit and listen while they
talk, give them a hug.

Look at books or magazines together and have
your child point out pictures of people helping
other people of all ages.

WEDNESDAY

Read Esther 2:1-20 together, paraphrasing
as necessary. Ask: Who was Esther’s cousin?
How did he take care of her? Why
did the king choose Esther for his queen?
Encourage your child to share
the stop sign they made in Sabbath
School with someone as they tell
them about Mordecai and Esther.
(Or draw and color a six-sided stop
sign shape with STOP in
big letters.)

THURSDAY

Help your child make a paper crown like
the one you think the king gave Esther when he
made her his queen. Save it for Friday night
worship.

FRIDAY

Act out the Bible story with your family.
Be sure to use the crown made yesterday.
Make a list of ways your family
has shown love to one another this
week. Then say the memory verse

‘ ” § together.

— Ask God to help you always to show

love and care for others in His family.



