Prince Rescued
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Do the activ-
ity on page 19.

“Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own

household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbe- ePoy,
liever” (1 Timothy 5:8, NIV). < ¢
( y ) @\'
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Family members are supposed to love and protect each

other, right? Aunt Jehosheba showed love for her family

when she rescued her nephew, Joash, who grew up to who love God care
for one another.

Family members

become a king. . )
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&

thaliah, the daughter of Israel’s King Ahab and his pagan queen t\
Jezebel had inherited her mother’s evil ways. »

Athaliah was a very dominant queen mother. Her son, Ahaziah, ” ‘) &
was just 22 years old when he became king. But even though a v
Ahaziah was a descendant of King David, the family through which ) 3
Jesus would come, the Bible says he was evil. After reigning one year, § "
King Ahaziah and all of his mother’s family in northern Israel were ‘9'5(

killed by a treasonous mob. When the news came to Athaliah, she de-
cided that if all the relatives on her side were dead, then she wanted
all the relatives on her husband’s side—King David’s descendants—
to be killed too. It didn’t matter that these were her grandsons. She
wanted to be queen.

The Bible says that Athaliah killed “all” of Ahaziah's children. The
news must have come as a shock. There wasnt much time to plan a
rescue.




But queen mother Athaliah wasn’t
as successful as she thought she was.
Her own husband had had children with

Read 2 Kings 11:1-3 and this week’s story,
“Prince Rescued.”

Draw a family tree in which you include the another woman years before, and one
names of Ahab, Jezebel, Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash, of these children was Jehosheba, wife
Jehosheba, Jehoiada, and Jehoram. of the high priest. She knew that if just

Write the power text, found in 1Timothy 5:8, on one prince was spared, then King David’s
a piece of paper and draw a heart around it. Put itin a lineage could continue. It had been
place where you can see it and begin to memorize it. prophesied that the Messiah would come

through David.

Somehow Jehosheba managed to
smuggle from the palace the youngest
Read 2 Kings 11:4-8. of the princes, 1-year-old Joash. She hid
him and his nanny in a storeroom of the
Temple and made them comfortable.

For six years Queen Athaliah ruled

Pray that your family members will follow God.

Make a family tree of your own family going
back as far as you can.

Talk to your parents about the people on your the land. But during those six years little
family tree: who were Christians, who cared about and Joash grew, learning to love God and His
loved their family members, etc. holy Temple. When he was 7 years old,

Review the power text. Jehosheba and her husband decided

it was time to share their secret: Joash
would be king!
On a Friday night the high priest

Read 2 Kings 11:9-21. secretly called in the palace guards and
showed them that Joash was alive and
was ready to be king. They would crown
him king on Sabbath morning, when
everyone was at the Temple to worship.

Write in your Bible study journal about a time The guards pledged to keep the secret
someone in your family cared for another member. all night and to protect King Joash. They

Review the power text. would kill anyone who tried to harm him.

The next morning the guards, armed with
spears and shields, formed a semicircle
around the sacrificial altar inside the
Temple, facing the worshippers. The wor-
shippers must have wondered what was
going on; they didn’t know about little
Joash. But then the boy was brought out

Pray that you will be caring to your family.

Think of three members of your own family {they
may be older or younger than you) and note two ways
that you can serve or protect them better.

Ask God to show you ways to care for your family.
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by the hand of his uncle Jehoiada, the
high priest, and presented to the people.
Jehoiada placed a glittering crown
on the little boy’s head and handed
him a copy of the Scripture. Then, as a
symbol of his anointing by God, the high
priest touched Joash'’s forehead with
olive oil and proclaimed Joash their
king. What a burst of applause broke
out from the people! The Messiah &
could come as promised, because
David’s lineage was not broken!
Trumpets blasted. The people
began shouting and clapping,
“Long live the king! Long live the
king” (see 2 Kings 11:12). The little
king smiled and waved.
In her chambers Queen
Athaliah heard the commotion.
She never attended Sabbath ser-
vices, but the people weren't usu-
ally noisy like this—what was going
on? She threw on her robes and
hurried to the Temple. There she saw
Joash accepting the praise. In a show of
anger she tore her expensive robes. Her
voice rose to a scream: “Treason!”
The high priest quickly told the
guards to take her out of the
Temple and kill her and
anyone who would try to
protect her. Nobody
stopped the guards
as they dragged
Athaliah, the
wicked queen,
to the
stables.




Read Psalm 92:1-4 and share with your family
members some of the great things God has done in your life.

In what ways can you share your faith with your
family members?

Be a positive influence in your family today.
Sing together your family’s favorite hymn/chorus.
Review the power tex.

Ask God for courage to share your faith with your
family members.

Read Ephesians 6:1 and Colossians 3:20.

While thinking about the two verses above,
do you think Jehosheba did the right or wrong thing
(Jehosheba was a kind of stepdaughter to Athaliah)?

List three ways your family has helped semeone
as Jehosheba did.

Review the power tex.

Ask God to give you courage to follow His
commandments and His ways first.

Read Exodus 20:12. Back at the Temple, Jehoiada led out
Why do you think the fifth commandment {see in a pledge between King Joash and all
Exodus 20:12) is the only commandment followed by a the people to serve God and to be loyal

promise? to each other. The people left the Temple
. . . , and went out into the city to break down
' At family worship, act out the Bible story faund in the altars of Baal, remove the evil priest,
2Kings 11. and destroy Athaliah’s evil influence.
Thank each person in your family for something While the city was being cleansed
especially caring they have done for you. Say thank Jehoiada took the new king and his
you with words, a note, by drawing a picture, or dging guards to the palace. His heart must
something nice for them. have been pounding as he watched little
Repeat the power text by memory. Joash take his seat on the golden throne
for the first time. At last they had a king

Thank God for giving you a caring family. R |\ cfiitho ord!

It's not hard to tell which of Joash’s
relatives loved and served God, is it?
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AFAIVILY AFFAIR

Instructions: Rearrange these two-letter tiles to spell out three words that will tell us
what really matters.
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