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You may have heard countless off ering appeals and pleas 
for more money to support the church budget. Well, this 
Bible story is about an off ering appeal. The building of 
the Temple was in a state of utter disrepair. How did this 
congregation respond?

Close your eyes and imagine you are a guard in the 
king’s marble palace. Wandering down the halls of the palace, you 

see a little boy in his daddy’s royal robes: cool, fl owing purple satin 
with white mink cuff s that hang down nearly to the boy’s knees. His 
gold crown sits crookedly on his head. This was his father’s too. And 
yet he is king, so no one dares laugh at him. Beside him walks his 
uncle Jehoiada, the high priest of the Temple. Jehoiada is like a father 
to King Joash, and you can sense their closeness in the clasp of their 
hands as they come toward the empty throne, where just yesterday 
the boy sat for the very fi rst time.

They have come from the famous Jerusalem Temple, which sits 
next door. It is impressive, even in comparison with the palace. But 
it is in serious disrepair. The paint is chipped, the stones cracked, the 
red carpets threadbare.

Little King Joash struggles to get up onto the bench of the golden 
throne, but fi nally, with the help of his uncle Jehoiada, he settles in, 
his short legs dangling in front of him, feet crossed at the ankles.

So this is the new king! Fortunately, his uncle is his closest advisor 
and will be there to explain as much of the royal business as possible, 
guiding him in his decisions. You feel certain that because of the high 
priest’s infl uence, the worship of God will always come fi rst.

 DO  Do the activ-
ity on page 32.

Sa
bb

at
h

powertext
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corin-
thians 9:7, NIV). to one another’” (Zech a riah 7:9, NIV).). po

werpoint

powertext
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV).

We re� ect God’s 
love when we 

give o� erings for 
the care of our 

church building.

po
werpoint
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3
M

on
da

y  READ  READ  READ  READ  Read 2 Kings 12:9-12.

 REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  Review the power text.

 MAKE  MAKE  MAKE  MAKE  Look for a small can, cup, or box that you can  Look for a small can, cup, or box that you can  Look for a small can, cup, or box that you can 
keep in your room as a special container for your tithe keep in your room as a special container for your tithe keep in your room as a special container for your tithe 
and off erings before you take them to church. Decorate and off erings before you take them to church. Decorate and off erings before you take them to church. Decorate 
your special container to make it look as nice as you can.your special container to make it look as nice as you can.your special container to make it look as nice as you can.

 PLEDGE  PLEDGE  PLEDGE  PLEDGE  Make a pledge to put any spare change or any  Make a pledge to put any spare change or any  Make a pledge to put any spare change or any 
found money in your special off ering container.found money in your special off ering container.found money in your special off ering container.

 PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  Off er your special container to God for Him to  Off er your special container to God for Him to  Off er your special container to God for Him to 
bless and multiply its contents.

3
Su

nd
ay

Su
nd

ay  READ  READ  READ  READ  READ  READ  Read 2 Kings 12:1-8 and this week’s story, “The  Read 2 Kings 12:1-8 and this week’s story, “The  Read 2 Kings 12:1-8 and this week’s story, “The 
King’s Treasure Chest.”

 LEARN  LEARN  LEARN  LEARN  Begin to memorize the power text, found in  Begin to memorize the power text, found in  Begin to memorize the power text, found in 
2 Corinthians 9:7.

 SING  SING  SING  SING  Sing your favorite giving song.

 PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  Pray for opportunities to give off erings to God. Pray for opportunities to give off erings to God. Pray for opportunities to give off erings to God.

33
Tu

es
da

y  READ  READ  READ  READ  Read 2 Kings 12:13-16.

 THINK  THINK  THINK  THINK  How was the money collected for the Temple  How was the money collected for the Temple  How was the money collected for the Temple 
used?

 DISCUSS  DISCUSS  DISCUSS  DISCUSS  Ask an adult about the principles of tithing.  Ask an adult about the principles of tithing.  Ask an adult about the principles of tithing. 
Also consider diff erent tithing practices. People in some Also consider diff erent tithing practices. People in some Also consider diff erent tithing practices. People in some 
cultures don’t always carry out their trade in money or cultures don’t always carry out their trade in money or cultures don’t always carry out their trade in money or 
currency. If someone earned a living only through farm-currency. If someone earned a living only through farm-currency. If someone earned a living only through farm-
ing or fi shing, how should that person return a tithe? ing or fi shing, how should that person return a tithe? ing or fi shing, how should that person return a tithe? 

  REVIEW   REVIEW   REVIEW   REVIEW  Review the power text.

 PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  Ask God for wisdom on tithing in your life. Ask God for wisdom on tithing in your life. Ask God for wisdom on tithing in your life.

*  *  *
It is 23 years later. You are an older 

guard now. The handsome young man 
who makes his way to the throne for 
business is tall and fi ts his royal robes. 
He has called together the priests and 
Levites for a special meeting. The topic 
for today is the Temple. “Why aren’t 
you repairing the damage done to the 
temple?” King Joash asks. “Take no more 
money from your treasurers, but hand 
it over for repairing the temple” (2 Kings 
12:7, NIV). He has recently realized that 
the Temple tax the priests collect isn’t 
being used for Temple upkeep. The 
Temple is in such disrepair that it is an 
embarrassment to everyone who comes 
there. 

Joash becomes impatient and asks 
his uncle Jehoiada, who remains his clos-
est aide, to help him. He wants Temple 
off erings collected in a special off ering 
chest, and he wants workmen hired to 
make the necessary repairs.

A large wooden trunk is brought to 
the entrance of the formerly majestic, 
marble Temple, and placed right behind 
a particularly run-down spot. The marble 
is scuff ed and worn with bowl-shaped 
indentations, from millions of feet 
scuffi  ng sand across the surface, wearing 
the stone away. A priest bends over the 
trunk to inspect it with a nod. He runs 
his hand across a hole big enough for 
shekels of silver and jewelry to be put 
into it. The trunk will hold whatever gifts 
the people may bring to help restore the 
Temple to its original luster.

28



To everyone’s delight, the offerings 
and gifts begin to stream in. Everyone is 
excited about restoring the Temple! At 
the end of every day, the Levites bring 
the trunk into the Temple to empty it 
and count the money under the super-
vision of the king’s secretary. The next 
morning it is hauled back to its spot 
at the entrance. It doesn’t take long to 
collect a large sum of money.
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3
Th

ur
sd

ay  READ  READ  READ  READ  Read Malachi 3:10.

 TALK  TALK  TALK  TALK  Ask a family member or an adult leader at your  Ask a family member or an adult leader at your  Ask a family member or an adult leader at your 
church to explain to you the meaning of the word “food” church to explain to you the meaning of the word “food” church to explain to you the meaning of the word “food” 
in the verse. 

 MAKE  MAKE  MAKE  MAKE  You have read some scriptural passages this  You have read some scriptural passages this  You have read some scriptural passages this 
week about returning a tithe to God. Using art supplies week about returning a tithe to God. Using art supplies week about returning a tithe to God. Using art supplies 
such as clay, plaster, papier-mâché, make an object that such as clay, plaster, papier-mâché, make an object that such as clay, plaster, papier-mâché, make an object that 
for you best symbolizes the blessings that God promises for you best symbolizes the blessings that God promises for you best symbolizes the blessings that God promises 
for returning your tithe to Him.

 REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  Review the power text.

 PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  Ask God to help you be generous in your giving of  Ask God to help you be generous in your giving of  Ask God to help you be generous in your giving of 
tithes and trust His promise found in Malachi 3:10.tithes and trust His promise found in Malachi 3:10.tithes and trust His promise found in Malachi 3:10.

3
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

W
ed

ne
sd

ay  READ  READ  READ  READ  READ  READ  Read 2 Corinthians 8:7, 8.

 THINK  THINK  THINK  THINK  In your own words, explain what the above texts  In your own words, explain what the above texts  In your own words, explain what the above texts 
say about tithes and off erings.

 REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  Review the power text.

 PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  Ask God to help you have a generous spirit in  Ask God to help you have a generous spirit in  Ask God to help you have a generous spirit in 
giving.

33
Fr

id
ay  READ  READ  READ  READ  Read Deuteronomy 15:10.

 ACT  ACT  ACT  ACT  At family worship, act out the Bible story found in  At family worship, act out the Bible story found in  At family worship, act out the Bible story found in 
2 Kings 12:1-15.

 REPEAT  REPEAT  REPEAT  REPEAT  Say the power text from memory.

 THINK  THINK  THINK  THINK  Think about an object lesson from nature that  Think about an object lesson from nature that  Think about an object lesson from nature that 
would serve as a good illustration for the importance of would serve as a good illustration for the importance of would serve as a good illustration for the importance of 
returning tithes and off erings to God. Write a short psalm returning tithes and off erings to God. Write a short psalm returning tithes and off erings to God. Write a short psalm 
or poem that describes this object lesson.

 PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  PRAY  Thank God for the abundance of blessings in  Thank God for the abundance of blessings in  Thank God for the abundance of blessings in 
your life. Ask Him for a generous spirit for the giving of your life. Ask Him for a generous spirit for the giving of your life. Ask Him for a generous spirit for the giving of 
tithes and off erings so that you may support your church tithes and off erings so that you may support your church tithes and off erings so that you may support your church 
family and God’s children around the world.

At last work begins on the long- 
neglected Temple. Masons, stonecutters, 
carpenters, and bronze and iron workers 
are hired. When the Temple is beautiful 
once more, there is still money enough 
to replace the silver and gold bowls and 
other items that Joash’s wicked grand-
mother stole for her worship of Baal. The 
marble gleams milk-white again, with 
no green streaks. The brand-new golden 
candlesticks refl ect the candlelight in a 
warm glow. The Temple is reopened, and 
Temple services resume. Everyone comes 
to see how their off erings have been 
invested. They are content and grateful 
that they have had a part in taking care 
of the Temple of God.
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THE CALL

PUZZLE

1
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GIVE OUT OF A GRATEFUL HEART

32

GIVE OUT OF A GRATEFUL HEARTGIVE OUT OF A GRATEFUL HEART

PUZZLE

3

32

Instructions: Below is a 13 by 2 area fi lled mostly by X’s. Using these two-letter 
combinations, keeping one on top of another, can you replace the X’s to spell out 
a part of this week’s Bible verse? A “*” separates words: two groups have been done 
for you.




