Passover Party
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Do the activ-
“And rejoice before the Loro your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling ity on page 46.

for his Name—you, your sons and daughters, your male and female ser-
vants, the Levites in your towns, and the foreigners, the fatherless and
the widows living among you” (Deuteronomy 16:11, NIV).

Have you ever attended a weeklong camp meeting? In- God ca”é i
teresting speakers and meaningful meetings take place. worship Him
Yoy see old friends, learn 'nevx./ sgngs, qnq’ discover new joyfully with our
things about God. Hezekiah invites his kingdom to a sort church family.
of camp meeting where a revival among his people takes

place.

here’s a strange but interesting thing about humans: unless we

involve more than one of our senses in remembering an event, we
tend to forget it. Can you remember your fourth birthday without the
help of pictures? You may remember some of it, but you need the help
of pictures, your parents’memories, and maybe even the actual gifts
you received to remember it well.

That's how it was with the people of King Hezekiah's time. Their
ancestors had all lived through slavery under the pharaoh. For a few
years after the Passover angel had spared their firstborn sons’ lives
and Moses had rescued them, the children of Israel had celebrated
the Passover faithfully. But with the Temple having been shut down
for many years and the worship of idols becoming so common, they
had forgotten the exciting story of the Passover.

King Hezekiah wanted them to remember God'’s rescue again. It
had been a month since the Temple reopened, and everyone was




Read 2 Chronicles 30:1-9 and this week's story,
“Passover Party."

Why do you think King Hezekiah sent word
throughout the land of Israel to invite everyone te attend
the celebration of the Passover?

Begin to learn the power text, found in
Deuteronomy 16:11.

Thank God for the joy worship can bring.

I
Read 2 Chronicles 30:10-13.

Think about the different ways in which the
people worshipped God in the Passover service.

List five ways you personally can worship God.
Each of these acts of worship should involve one of the
senses (taste, sight, sound, touch, and smell).

Praise God in one of these ways each day this week. g

Review the power text.
Ask God to remind you to praise Him each day.
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Read 2 Chronicles 30:14-27.

Think back to the best worship service
you've ever attended. What made it special?

Write about that worship service in your Bible
study journal.

Review the power text.
Thank God for memorable worship experiences.
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invited to renew their love for God and
remember Him; they would use more
than one of their senses. They would
hear the story, eat special food, light
special candles, sing, and visit together
during a special weeklong celebration
that resembled a camp meeting.

Can you imagine what some of the
people must have said when the mes-
sengers came to their town? Picture a
main city street with people walking
here and there in clusters, and donkeys
and camels pushing their way through
the crowd.

A lone trumpeter lifts his bronze
instrument toward the sky and blows
a short melody the people recognize
as news from the king. Suddenly the

crowds stop walking, and the street is



hushed. The king’s messenger steps

up beside the trumpeter and holds up
a written parchment that displays the
king's seal. He reads from it about the
coming Passover feast in Jerusalem. All
are invited to worship God in the way
their ancestors did.

Some people ask, “What is Passover?”
Others say, “Now that you mention it, | do
remember my great-grandmother telling
me about how special the Passover cele-
bration used to be. Her family celebrated
it every year. Let’s respond to the king's
invitation and go to Jerusalem to see this
for ourselves.”

On the appointed day a huge crowd
of people entered Jerusalem for the
Passover. They must have found places to
stay in the inns and stables around town.
Perhaps townspeople even opened
up their homes to some of the guests.
Some probably made the traditional roof
of woven palm fronds and set up little
booths. They all felt so happy to be wor-
shipping God together, as their ancestors
had done.




CIID) Read Matthew 18:20.

@1 Using a concordance, find three scriptural
passages that use the word “worship.”

Q5D Inyour Bible study journal, list what you have
learned from these passages.

@D Why is reverence to God a characteristic of true
worship? What is acceptable in worship and what is not?
CETED Review the power text.

0D Ask God for meaningful worship experiences.

I
CIIT) Read Revelation 5:11-13.
QI Select a familiar song or hymn and write new

words to fit the tune. Base the words of praise especially
on Revelation 5:12.

&1 Talk with your parents about your church's
worship service. In what ways can your family become
involved in it? How can worship become more meaning-
ful for your family?

CETED Review the power text.

T Ask God for guidance in becoming involved in
your church's worship service.

I
CIIT) Read Acts 2:42-47.

CITTEED What can you learn from the worship practices

of the apostles?

At family worship, act out the Bible story found in
2 Chronicles 30.

GIITTD What are examples from nature that praise God?
CITTI0D Repeat the power text by memory.

(1D Thank God for the opportunity to express thank-
fulness and joy to Him in worship.
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At the end of the week everyone was
having such a good time that they didn’t
want to go home. They extended the
gathering for one more week and contin-
ued to celebrate God with great joy. In
all, the sacrifices and feasts included
2,000 young bulls and 17,000 sheep and
goats. The Bible says, “There was great
joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of
Solomon son of David king of Israel there
had been nothing like this in Jerusalem”
(2 Chronicles 30:26, NIV).

There’s a formula for meaningful
worship in this story. Have you figured
it out? When you worship God with
all your heart, give Him your best, and
spend time with others praising Him,
God’s presence fills your heart with joy
unspeakable.







Instructions: Find each word in bold in the Bible verse hidden in the puzzle
below. The words twist and turn (either forward, backward, upward, downward, or
diagonally) and most do not follow a straight line. If the word appears more than
once in the verse, then you need to find it more than once in the puzzle. The first
letter of each word is adjacent to (next to) the last letter of the previous word, so
you should be able to draw a line through the whole puzzle without lifting your
pencil.
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his holy name”
(Psalm 33:21, NIV).

WRYOWAHAO0oWN
Aa00-dprdw—
LSHRWUYUO0O-0E
HaAavZ2Z20049 0~
DN SHOTDZ
ac@QxodrOIm~4®

HOSgHQA~=2 4
HZ23sawdrd-aga

46





