Habakkuk’s Song

Key References: Habakkuk 3; Prophets and Kings, chap. 32, pp. 381-391; Our Beliefs, nos. 18, 10, 22.
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Do the activ-
_ ity on page 4/.
“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though

the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in

the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet [ will rejoice in the Lok, eTPoy,
(o

| will be joyful in God my Savior” (Habakkuk 3:17, 18, NIV). < /ﬂ*\
\ 4
R4

You have always had questions. Why? Why? Why? Your

parents may even have told you they didn’t want to hear God is our friend
the word “why” again. Habakkuk had questions too. and companionin |
When He asked God his questions, he found good reasons all circumstances.
to trust Him.

abakkuk the prophet was troubled. It seemed as if God was al-

lowing the Babylonian enemies to conquer Judah. And they were
more wicked than Judah was. Habakkuk couldn’t understand, so he
asked God to explain what was happening.

God let Habakkuk know that things were going to get worse.

He was allowing the wicked nation of Babylon to rise in power and
capture not only Judah, but Egypt and Assyria as well. But God would
make sure that justice was done in the end.

Then God gave Habakkuk a glorious picture in a vision. And
Habakkuk discovered a new picture of God—a God patient with his
questions, a God who was his friend and companion in all circum-
stances. Moved by his new image of God, Habakkuk wrote:




Read Habakkuk 3:1, 2 and this week's stary,
“Habakkuk's Song."

Begin to learn the power text.

Ask Jesus to be your best friend. Tell Him that you
want to trust Him in every situation.

Read Habakkuk 3:3-6.
Sing a song that tells you of God's mighty power

On ascale of 1-10 (1 being the lowest), how
would you rate yourself right now on “rejoicing in the
Lord"? Why? Circle the number: 12345678910 i

Review the power text.

Thank God for patiently quiding even though you
don't understand some of the things in your life.

Read Habakkuk 3:7-10.

Think of two Bible characters who experi-
enced discouraging times and God delivered them from
their troubles.

Write these names in your Bible study journal.
What can you learn from their experiences?
Review the power text.

Ask God for hope when you face discouragement.
“God came from Teman,

the Holy One from Mount Paran.
His glory covered the heavens
and his praise filled the earth.
His splendor was like the sunrise;
rays flashed from his hand,
where his power was hidden”
(Habakkuk 3:3, 4, NIV).

Habakkuk remembered the writings
of Moses about the power and glory of
God displayed on Mount Sinai, when
the newly formed nation of Israel was
beginning its journeys to the Promised
Land. But he had also been shown Christ
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returning at the end of time for His
people to take them out of all the pain,
sorrow, and sin of this life on earth.

In the beautiful vision Habakkuk had
seen a glorious sky. The most magnificent
music of praise had filled his heart, as if it
were coming from every direction at once.
Christ appeared in the glory of the sunrise.
Rays of light flashed from His hands, right
from the places where the nails would hold
Him to the cross one day.

Habakkuk continued to write:

“He stood, and shook the earth;

he looked, and made the nations
tremble.

The ancient mountains crumbled
and the age-old hills collapsed—
but he marches on forever”
(verse 6, NIV).

Habakkuk understood now that
when God was ready, no mighty nation
would stand in His way as He delivered
His people—the people who trusted Him
and waited for Him to act for them.

Habakkuk wrote again:

“You uncovered your bow,
you called for many arrows.

You split the earth with rivers;
the mountains saw you and

writhed.




Read Habakkuk 3:11-13. Torrents of water sweptk

_ . _ the deep roared
Inyour Bible study journal, write about a few and lifted its waves of e

difficult times when you felt Jesus especially close to you. “Sun and moon stood stilfin the heave
Tell someone about the times Jesus lifted you up. at the glint of your flying arrows,
at the lightning of your flashing
spear....
“You came out to deliver your people,
to save your anointed one...
Say your power text from memory. “You trampled the sea with your horses,
Tell God the prayer or poem you composed. churning the great waters” (verses
9-11, 13, 15, NIV).
Habakkuk now knew that troubled
Read Psalm 121. times were not over, but God was in con-
Ask an adult to share a difficult time during trol. He would take care of Babylon at the
which they chose to trust God to lead them. right time, and He would take care'of the
world’s sin problem at the right time.

Compose a short prayer or poem (four to six
lines) thanking God for sustaining you through the dark
hours of your life.

Tell how God has helped you through tough times.
Review the power text.
Thank God for always being there for you.

Read Psalm 95.

At family worship, read your favorite word pictures |
of God from the Bible.

Together, create your family’s description of God's
might and power in words, or some other creative way.

Say the power text aloud from memory.

Pray together, expressing your gratitude for God's
awesome love.
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Habakkuk finished his song with
words of trust for a God he now knew
was worthy of that trust.

“Yet | will rejoice in the Lorp,

I will be joyful in God my Savior.

“The Sovereign Lorp is my strength;

he makes my feet like the feet of
a deer,

he enables m tread on the t}‘
heights” (ve 8, 19, NIV).




Instructions: List all the words in the boxes with the number 1. Then do the same
thing for the words in the boxes numbered 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. Finally, write each list
of words as a phrase; all the phrases (in order) make up a Bible verse. Learn that even
when things go wrong, we can trust God.

7 2 3 8 1
the are olive God fig
8 4 1 2 8
my fields | does | there | joyful
1 7 8 1 8
the Lorp, will not |Savior.
Z 5 1 3 8
will no |Though though in
5 3 6 2 4
the the stalls, the the
1 4 5 8 2
tree flood, | there be no
6 8 7 5 4
and I in | though| and
4 3 6 7
produce crop | cattle | rejoice | bud
2 6 5 3 2
and the are fails on
4 6 2 5 7
no in grapes | pen yet

5 6 5 L2 7
sheep no in vines, I
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